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THE TRIAL 


WAR 


THE MONTH REVIEW 


TELEVISION CAMERAS Mos 
Powers confessed that was 
vathering “strategic intelligence on the loca 


tion missile radar facilities 


ind other important defense and 
The passed its expected, 
histrionic course. and Communist propaganda rane every change on the theme of LS 
for the failure the Summit Conference and culpability for 
action. The Satellite press and large trumpeted the same music without 
emphasizing great length that not Powers alone was trial but that his invisible 
co-defendants the dock were his “imperialist however. 
invective was softened to regard the lonely voung man at the focus of the hot klieg 
vhts and the world’s gaze. 

Powers trial was only the most series hard. 
ampaigns the Soviet Union has waged against the West since the collapse of the 
Disarmament. Cuba. the each these subjects conte mpt for the 


motives and scorn for the ctions of the West have poured out in seemingly sinel 


ninded Vituperation, Listenit to this music only. it might be thought that it is the 


the Soviet batten the multiple apertures that the last few 


vears have opened the iron curtain and return the most frigid temperature 
the cold war. Most strikingly. this does not seem to be the « 


ase, t d. eXamination 


onsiderable degree the megaphones are tuned to the ears not of the West but of that 
‘reat and troublesome power. second-amor equals in th Socialist camp. tl 


Republic. 


4 On rHE DISPL TE be ee e Sovie nie ind China ‘ of pe ful 
rather thar the necessity “anti-imper mifliet which broke 
the surface this summer has been resolved, true tha the 
manian Party Congress June brought his full weight down peace- 


ful coexistence. for the ability of and necessity for the Communist bloc to compete 
means other than war. And true that was pron 
hacked pronouncements from the East European Satellite and even 
some Chinese spokesmen. Yet from the continued explicit fulminations the 
viets clear that the Chinese are clingine their denounced 
‘infantile left-sectarianism”— that war with the imperialists is inevitable and even. 
would somehow destroy all the “imperialists” and not great many Com 
desirable. The Chinese-language from Moscow. until recently 
devoted glowing accounts Soviet economic progress. now make 
such the following: “The point view adopted certain 
Communists only discourages the builders new society. They will think. 
should engage construction and creative work know beforehand 
that the successful results our labors are bound lost destructive 


Such point view not even remotely akin 
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In addition to reams of such yn inted assault. there have been a few concrete a 
lions indicative of Soviet-Chinese tensions. The Soviet Lnion has “suspended” dis 
striking. Yugoslay correspondent Peiping has reported that Soviet experts 
large numbers are leaving China. (See page 26.) The oflicial explanation for their 
departure was the expiration their contracts. but the reporter carefully hinted that 
there was much more than that. 

stand for peaceful coexistence and against war, the more open the accusa- 
tion that he is “soft on capitalism.” What more economic means. therefore, to 
refute this accusation without moving inch principle than practice precisely 
the kind verbal fist-shaking that has done the Powers trial. the Congo, 
Chinese thus they are left only the utterance footling and thus 
Khrushchev’s essential principle of economic and political competition without war 
saved from the ideological fire. 

further pressing need for the Soviet both insist its ideological leader- 
ship the and take hard line word but not deed lay outside the 
nist camp. For there has recently been the real danger Moscow that China might 
assume the position leading Communist influence the uncommitted and newly 
liberated countries Africa and Asia. Many these are violently 
and recent propaganda barrages are surely intended impress these quarters 
that the not China. their friend Communism 


the bitter anti-Western noise recent weeks really meant what 

would expect see the first repercussions the East 
geographically and ideologically most exposed the bloc. would expect 
drastic curtailments contacts with the West. widespread restrictions, 
purges. far this has not been evidence. There has been marked change 
in the slow drift toward increasing Western contacts and openness to Western in- 
Huence: surely there will have been more Western tourists Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union this summer than since before the war. There have true, some 
arrests alleged spies East Germany. but there the issue Berlin peculiar 
and unique local sore. However. was also East East Germany 
Walter Ulbricht who has long been regarded Eastern Europe 

that Chinese sign agricultural exhibit. reading “The Way Communism 
Through The People’s Communes.” was pointedly removed the authorities 
because, it was explained, “it does not in the least correspond to Marxism-Leninism 

. we do not want primitive Communism.” 

the internal struggle between the Soviet Union and China may 
pressing for further relaxation within the Communist framework. For the clamor 
against which was pointed against such elements 


the Chinese sin dogmatism has been increasingly 


Notice Readers 


probable that there are among our readers those who have recently 
travelled Eastern Furope. The editors of Kas? Lurope would weleome th 


opportunity examine giving accounts the area. 
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Mr. Shneiderman is a Europea 


ence. 1945 edited 


Evewitness Report from Romania 


ews Romania 


SHNEIDERMAN 


| 
lo? peri- 


Diary Mary the 


first account of the life and death of the Warsax Ghett 


His most recent book has been the Pa idely-hailed i he 


Warsaw Heresy,” 


perience and im pression or 


community 


Rabbi has come America. arriving 
at New York’s Idlewild airport last June 14 the Rabbi. his 


and family were welcomed large group ad- 
‘ 


and disciples who had made their way the United 
States betore him. After twenty vears struggle 


underground against the Nazis, and recent vears against 


the Communists from the Rabbi Portugal settling 
down the community his followers have established 
the Williamsburg section ol Brooklvn He is free to ck vote 
himself the pursuits which have gained him 
wide reputation scholar and composer 

Rabbi exploits during the German domina- 
tion Romania had made him living legend. was 
the organizer underground railroad that snatched 
hundreds Jewish children from the Nazis and Romanian 
Fascists hide them with sympathetic Gentile families 


spirit them out the country Palestine and othe 


Rabbi Portugal was prison during visit made 


Romania some months ago. Ever since World War 


he had stubbornly resisted the pressures put upon him b 


Communists. For vears had refused rec- 


ognize the authority of the Confederation ol Jewish Com- 
munities, the organization for religious 
sanctioned the Communist regime after came into 
power. His Sabbath sermons, delivered brilliant or: 
torical were often outspoken expressions his op- 
position. Early attempt end his powerful 


dox alike. the regime had clapped him and the oldest ol 


his three sons into jail 


evidences of terror, except for those who had forsaken the 


published by the Horizon Pre , New 


York. this article Mr. Shneiderman tells his ex- 


rundown old house where the family lived 
Bucharest, talked with Rabbi Portugal’s other sons and 
the wife of the eldest. She is a delicately beauuful woman, 
poetess noted for her deeply re ous Yiddish verse She 
is then snortiy expecting t e Dirtn « I rth chik 


vas paintul sce the terror her eves. She was convinced 
visit was under police observation, cut short 


Most the Jews met Romania showed similar 


Jewishness and accepted Communism. Fear endemic 

among Romanian Jews, even though their 
rulers not forbid them practice their religion 

first encountered this fear first morning 

Bucharest. was Saturday. gave the slip the guide 

assigned the government tourist organization and, 


inaccompanied, visited the Vacaresti, Bucharest’s equiva- 
lent of New York’s old Lower East Side It has cobble- 
stone streets and small. cabin-like houses with little patches 


garden front them 


Although Saturday normally 


Communist countries, here the Jewish 


the quiet atmosphere Sabbath pervaded 


government-controlled cooperative marked with 
their serial numbers, were. course, open this day 
However, Romania’s accelerated drive toward Commu- 
nist economy still far from uprooting all private enter- 
prise. Consequently, there were much greater 
groceries, tailor shops her indivi 
businesses, with Jewish names their signs, which were 

closed for the Sabbath 

Jews the streets that Sabbath 

ST clothes and carried praver Shawis unde! heir arms, 
evidently their way greeted one and 


§ 

$$$ 


» ied 1 rid ‘ i Wilt 
M ( rhe is re¢ you int Sure bel 
ver | lookec I ,every dire: ( a showt 
aside [ror two s. there was not a livi 
soul the street. With growing impatience, 
You mia not see it. it vou can he certal vou re be I 
ollowed turned and walking 
where entered synagogue. Standing the quiet street, 
could hear old-fashioned cantor chanting the service 
Across the street from the was 
white house bearing a sign in Hebrew: "Beth Hamedras| 
Dov Moshe was learn that this was the 


which Rabbi Portugal had delivered his last sermon 


was jailed. Outside stood group Jews waiting for 
morning service begin 


over, then asked whence came and for 


Openly curious, looked 
pose the words and “journalist.” 
move One, more daring than 
others, took me aside and said “Please don't be offended 
Every one would happy invite vou home 
share the Sabbath meal, as 1s the custom But vou must 


recognize our situation. live great What 


was the reason for the fear? Had grown greater sinc 

the had suddenly stopped mass 

rael? None would answe! It is better not to talk abou 


said the daring one and turned 

Sadly, left Mamulari Street and headed toward the 
Coral, the Chief magnifi- 
cent structure, the second oldest synagogue Bucharest 
Only the “Great Synagogue.” 


ts 110th a 


which had recently observed 


older. Both buildings are classified 


national 


tiie Academy of Arts and Sciences The temple can ac- 


monuments and are under the protection 


commodate a congregation ol 2 O00, but on this Sabhatl 


Recess interdenominational convention. Alexandru lonescu, 
the Patriarchate, with Chief Rabbi Moses Rosen (at right 
RUMANIA TODAY (Buchorest), No. 8, 1959 


ring perhaps twenty men wel esent and the wor Bee 


iS section Was ¢ 


| entered as services were drawing to a clos Making vg 
nversation with some the men waited the rear 

learned the gathering was small. 

xplained, work day and only pensioners 


sull owning their own businesses are tree Come 
es. Friday evenings there are many more worshi 


pers, and the High Holy Days the Templul Coral and 
all of Bucharest’s sixty synagogues are overcrowded \- 
ish workers are granted time off the High Holy Days 
After the services, the members the congregation lined 
» to bid the rabbi vood sabbath betore leaving 1 took 
the last place line have enough time introduce my- 


selt and engage the rabbi conversation 


The Chief Rabbi 


Rabbi Moses Rosen impressive looking man 
middle vears, with luxurious, carefully trimmed beard 
and penetrating eyes. bears heavy burden his dua 
capacity Chief Rabbi the Contederation Jewish 
Communities Romania and the 
parliament Jewish community. The com- 


bination these two positions, unusual for Communist 


country, makes even more complicated and 


task as the officially accepted leader of Romanian Jewry 
Romanian Jews every walk lite with whom man- 
aged talk agree that Rabbi Rosen doing his best un- 


der the circumstances. They all accept him their spir- 


ual le ack ie whether they are ine mbers ol modern con- 
belong the most rigid the Orthodox 
sects 


Rabbi Rosen answered fully all questions about his 


pr rsonal lite However. when I inquired about the activ 


ties and structure the Confederation Jewish Commu- 
nities, said with some embarrassment: “If you 
have interview about Jewish community life, you 
must request official permission from the 
Foreign Affairs.’ 


Observing distaste for the unusual 


mission speak the Chief hastened ex- 
plain that it was according to the established regulations 
vitation his house for the Sabbath Kiddush 
time he was ready to leave the Temple a lew niunutes 
ter, however, his manner had become abrupt and appre- 
nsive. must bid vou said 
was left standing front the puzzled 
troubled the sudden alteration the 
titude. Moments later, the questions mind were 
nswered. tall young man came around corner the 
building and stared hard me. agent 
efficient security police, unseen until now, had last made 


his presence known 
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RETURNED hotel barely two hours after had left 
unauthorized excursion into Vacaresti. For 


the two hours had been full emotion. The results were 


influence entire stay Romania. 

Apparently passing conversations with Jews the 
streets and brief talk with the Chief Rabbi had already 
been subject discussion government offices. 
guide from Carpati, the tourist agency, was waiting for 
the hotel lobby. Barely concealing his own anger, 
behavior. was useless argue with this young man, 
who was simply obeying orders, requested meeting 
with the director the tourist office clarify whether 
not the Jewish quarters were off-limits me. The 
interview was set for four the meantime al- 
lowed guide take regulation tour the 
city. started with visit tiny medieval church that 
sits hill the heart Bucharest overlooking the 
River Dimbovita, famed Romanian folk songs. Legend 
has that the shepherd Bucur, seeking pasture for his 
flock, came the green, fertile bank river cool, 
sweet water, the Dimbovita. was struck the 
beauty the place that decided settle there perma- 
nently and thus became the founder city whose name 
taken from his. 


Greek Orthodox Church the Shepherd Bucur 
was so crowded with worshippe rs on this Saturday, a work- 
day, that we could not get inside. We stood in the door- 
watching the devout silent prayer before many- 
colored, carved altar dating back to the Fourteenth Cen- 


tury 


Next the schedule was visit the Park Culture 
and over which towers gigantic statue the 
“She phe rd of the Nations.” Joseph Stalin. I persuaded mv 
guide to take me instead to a beautiful Greek Orthodox 
church that stands next the Parliament building. The 
Cathedral the Patriarch one the architectural gems 
old Bucharest. Unlike the fearful Jews had met the 
svnagogues that morning. the people encountered here 
were willing speak freely about the way they lived. 
Some complained extremely low salaries and 
cost living. Others pointed out that they live better un- 
der the Communists than under previous regimes. All were 
pretty well agreed that thev were free to practice their reli- 
they wished so. priest with dark beard, curled 
the manner the ancient gave frank replies 
all questions about the relationship between church 
and State. Priests are the government payroll and 
church buildings are repaired and maintained with gov- 
ernment funds. 


During our conversation informant showed con- 
cern, unlike the Jews whom had spoken earlier the 
day, about who was where came from. was struck 
the sharp contrast between the atmospheres prevailing 
the Jewish and Christian religious communities the 
same citv. brought mind penetrating remark 
lady who first showed the the Vacaresti. 
she said, “have two problems. One the Com- 
munist regime, which the same for But 
the Jewish Communists add the troubles the Jewish 
She pointed the Vacaresti: police 
terror worse than any other part the city.” 


WAS EAGER meet person the leaders the Con- 

federation Communities, who serve go- 
betweens for religious Jewry and the government authority. 
could visit institutions and meet people not included 
the itinerary for tourists. submitted list per- 
sons wished interview the proper official 
assured this grim-looking man that had come Ro- 
mania make unbiased study the situation and that 
I would be happy to re port its positive aspects, if I found 
any. pointed out drily that order write derogatorily 
about Communist country one need not undertake 
long, tedious journey and pay tourist fees thirty dollars 
day. laughed appreciatively and the threat 
argument between us evaporated He promised to try to 
have requests filled, but did not forget that his main 
concern Was propaganda He urged me not to concentrate 
solely the Jewish situation, but see the country, in- 
spect its historical monuments and lovely scenery 

Early Sunday morning, I decided to pay a visit to the 
headquarters the Confederation Jewish Communi- 
ties. I knew they were on Racovitza Street and when I 
got there asked further directions middle-aged 
woman with typically Jewish features. She spoke French 
high school, 
earning 800 let (about $70) month. When asked 


if she was Jewish, she replied: “T wish I were. Jews 


flawlessly. She taught that language 


least have the hope being able emigrate Israel 
some day. don’t have any hope all.” reminded 
that Jewish emigration had been creatly curtailed She 
assured me that this would change and that. even at the 


time, some Jews were be ing allowed to leave. 


Silence 


the headquarters the Confederation Jewish 
Communities was received the 
Isaac Friedman He appeared to be in his early fifties, 
with the face of an ascetic and eyes half-closed behind his 
thick glasses. Not only was aware that was 
Bucharest, but was well informed about tour 
the Svnagogues and my meeting with Chief Rabbi Rosen 
invited have coffee the Board Room 
Community House which the Confederation offices were 
located. The room had the usual furnishings, long table 
and old-fashioned leather-upholstered chairs. the walls 
were paintings Biblical scenes and other religious ‘sub- 
jects. Among them was pen-and-ink sketch 
Steinberg, Romanian Jewry’s great writer fables. 


Mr. Friedman willingly described 


background. native the province Moldavia 


son rabbi the town Buhush, and member the 
Communist Party. 

When inquired about organized Jewish community 
life, repeated the formula had heard earlier from 
Chief Rabbi. would have ask permission 
Ministrv Foreign Affairs before could discuss such 


matters. was obvious that, until was officially in- 


not journalist. had choice but wait 
restrictions were lifted. 
I took a closer look at the guests in the 
main hostelry for tourists, where 
aving. The guests came mostly from countries 
Soviet bloc, but among them were number Ameri- 


Romanian descent, returned their native land 


its with relatives after absences thirty and forty 


vas served elaborately decorated dining 


tables were set lavishly, laden with baskets 

buckets containing champagne and 

Flags denoting the nationality the 

occupants were placed on the tables My own solitary 
little table bore faded Stars and Stripes. 

dance band played mixture Romanian folk tunes 
and American popular songs. From most tables young 
couples stepped the dance floor, but each group kept 
itself. There was fraternization among the tourists 
from the various People’s Republics who had come va- 
cation gay Bucharest 

When guide had finished spicy Romanian dinner, 
washed down with numerous glasses his country’s highly 
volatile spirits, bade good night and suggested 
bed early ready for strenuous guided tour first 
thing the morning. Let alone last, approached the 
people the next table who had attracted attention 
earlier. They were Romanian-Americans, not Jewish, but 
who quickly recognized Jew and began tell 
about Jewish neighbors and friends home. the group 


was elderly lady from Long Island. Her tragedy was 


vivid illustration the callousness Romania’s Com- 


munist bureaucracy 
- eray-haired old lady gazed al her 
her middle years but still beautiful, 
her silence. Ever since the Communist 
regime had come into December 1947, the 
had been desperately trying bring her daughter the 
s, but with no success. “I bee you,’ she 
“You Jews know what such 
help me! Look at my aughter, she’s 

and old. Please help save child!” 

Seeing the desperation this mother and daughter 
appointed dining room the Lido Hotel 
brought mind thoughts the thousands Jews 
Bucharest whose families had been torn apart in the 
same way. only few minutes’ walk from the 
hotel, they were waiting similar desperation for miracle 
that would soften the hearts the bureaucrats and give 


chance for reunion with their loved ones outside 


RING THE PERIOD waiting, explored Bucharest 

own. city fine museums, beautiful parks 
and fashionable cafes that seem visitor much like those 
Western European capitals. Bucharest’s many palaces, 
once the property the roval family and the aristocracy, 
now house government ministries and other public insti- 


tutions, like the university and the central library. The 
elegant buildings the city’s central boulevards are 
sharp contrast primitive neighborhoods only 
blocks down the side streets. 
tions do not have electricity or even running water. 

the start Bucharest’s 500th anniversary celebra- 
tion last year the government announced plans for 
rebuilding and modernization the capital calling for the 
construction over six-year period office buildings, hos- 
pitals, schools, theaters and 100,000 new dwelling units. 
plans provide that none the huge new buildings 
will obscure the Soviet two gifts the Romanian 
people loftily perched statue Stalin the heart 
Bucharest, and the Casa The Casa 
enormous building similar the Soviet Union’s gift the 
Polish people, hideous Palace Culture. They 
are alike both propaganda purpose and style, the heavy 
“wedding cake” favored Stalin. The 
houses one largest printing plants, 
mated seventy percent whose production for the So- 
viet Union. Its spacious corridors are piled high with 
Russian textbooks, children’s magazines and propaganda 
brochures 

Even while status remained that tourist, there 
was nothing keep from visiting Bucharest’s central 
railroad station watch Jews emigrating Israel board 
the night train Vienna. did several successive 
evenings. Most the small number who were leaving 
seemed members separated during Ro- 
manian short-lived exodus Israel during the pre- 
ceding winter. would see small boy with his father but 
without his mother, young woman with two babies, 
unaccompanied her husband. 

After the migrants had boarded the train, they sat look- 
ing sadly out the windows relatives and friends the 
there was delay before the train pulled out, 
elderly person from the group the platform would 
sometimes run back compartment embrace de- 
parting grandchild for the last time. The people waiting 

platform exchanged few words. number 
times tried strike conversations but always failed 
could understand why. Constantly moving through the 
crowd, listening suspiciously every whisper, were young 
men who were obviously plainclothesmen from the security 
police 

the train began moving slowly out the station, 
those left behind waved to their departing loved ones, 
silently and with tears in their eyes 


rER three days guide brought good 
news. The leaders the Confederation Jewish 
Communities would meet eleven that very 
morning. the board room the Community House 
Racovitza Street, Friedman greeted 
and introduced Deputy Berku Feldman, top leader 
the Jewish Communists Romania. had expected 
see Chief Rabbi Rosen this meeting but was not 
there. Friedman said the rabbi had gone vacation. 


for 
. 
Cans 
years 
Dinner was 
4 
t. } 


Bucharest school which students are instructed Yiddish. 
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knew the excuse was not the truth. was another indica- 


tion tension and restlessness the Jewish community 


under Communist control. 


Feldman was tall, blond man his early forties. 


greeted warmly and inquired about first impres- 


sions Bucharest. told him how saddened was 


the atmosphere fear had found among the Jews had 


met the synagogue the preceding Sabbath. Feldman 


replied coolly that was hard for him discuss impres- 


sions and moods because, Marxist, could take only 


hard facts into consideration. 


burden Feldman’s argument was that Romanian 


Jewry cannot complain discrimination. Since the birth 


the People’s Republic December 30, 1947, claimed, 
Jews have enjoyed full equality every phase life for 
the first time the history the country. For facts and 
figures about the Jewish population and the functioning 
General the Confederation Jewish Communities, 


seated at his side 


Secretary-General Friedman supplied with 
statistics and details about Romanian State- 
aided religious institutions. put the Jewish population 
200,000 250,000. Bucharest, which has always had 
third that population, has 70,000 80,000 
Botoshon, 8,000; Arad, 7.000. Galati, Dorohoi, 
Timisoara and Cluj have several thousand each. 

All these communities have religious schools 
tutions higher Talmudic learning. The Confederation 


Jewish Communities has some 150 constituent groups lo- 
cated all sixteen provinces, including the one the 
heart the country that still bears the name Stalin. 
The Confederation has more than thousand employees. 


The salaries rabbis, cantors, ritual slaughterers and other 
religious functionaries are paid the government 


scale equivalent that for government 
general. 

The Confederation’s yearly budget amounts over ten 
million part which met directly the govern- 
ment. The remainder covered income from such 
things the sale kosher meat government stores, 
ritual slaughtering meat and fees for weddings and 
funerals. The largest source income the Confedera- 
tion’s matzoh bakery Cluj, which supplies all Ro- 
manian Jewry’s needs. was reequipped recently with 
new, completely automatic machinery. 

The Secretary-General boasted: don’t need any 
charity from the outside. Our government takes care 
all our 

Perhaps his statement is true as far as the Confederation 
employees are concerned. But most Jews the numerous 
Orthodox communities Romania are pauper- 
ized and declassed people with future. They live 
the remnants the savings they accumulated during the 
early period the Communist regime, when private trad- 
ing and handicrafts were still tolerated. Now, with the 
curbing private initiative, these Jews are pinning all 
their hopes easing restrictions emigration, which 
would enable them join their kin Israel and elsewhere 
the free world 


The Price 


Orthodox Jews generally concede that they are not 
hampered the observance their religion. However, 
they pay the regime price for the privilege. The price 
exploitation their rabbis the regime’s propaganda 
machine. Chief Rabbi Rosen, for example, perennial 
delegate Communist-sponsored peace congresses. The 
Sabbath sermons are closely geared Communist 
propaganda themes. This clearly evident the pages 
official Hebrew, Romanian and 


Yiddish—which often publishes the texts sermons. 
aggressive circles the West.” one reads sermon 
the Chief Rabbi, poisonous the air breathe, 
well our minds. Their nuclear experiments, which 
they refuse halt despite the noble offers the Soviet 
Union, are polluting the itmosphere.” Then comes the 
sermon’s lesson: “Under the leaders our People’s De- 
mocracy, are united creative work with 
struments of life, not those of death. We preach the ideals 
of righteousness, not those of evil persecution.” 

Such the price exacted from Romania’s Orthodox 
Jews the regime return for the privilege openly 
observing the rituals and forms their religion. Indeed, 
they are even permitted observe them with the utmost 
consistency and rigidity. example this occurred when 
Chief Rabbi Rosen was member the Romanian dele- 
gation peace congress Helsinki. The delegation was 
scheduled leave Bucharest body during the Sabbath, 
but Rabbi Rosen refused travel with it. Special ar- 
rangements were made drive him the airport directly 
from his synagogue immediately after the service marking 
the close the Sabbath. plane was waiting there 
get him Helsinki time. 


at 


Next the Soviet Union, Romania the Communist 


It is practically 
the only country Europe today where numerous Orthodox 


country with the largest Jewish minority 


their yeshivoth and other religious institutions 


sull not closed down the Communist regime 


CULAR FORMS Jewish culture also enjoy the generous 
A material Support of the Communist regime, as do cul- 
Two Yiddish 


playhouses, located in Bucharest and lasi, are part ol the 


tural institutions other national minorities 


network theaters supervised the Ministry Culture 
Plays writers from the Soviet Union and other Com- 
munist countries constitute important part 


repertory. The Bucharest theater gave very long run 


‘Julius and drama about the Rosenberg spy case 
in the United States, written by a Pole, Leon Kruczkowski, 
who extremely orthodox Communist. The repertory 
ol both theaters also includes Yiddish classics. works of 


Mendele, Sholem Aleichem and Peretz. Their perform- 


success- 


ances “The Diary Anne were 
ful artistically and drew large audiences 

Bucharest theater, situated the center the 
city and recently refurbished, has very up-to-date equlp- 
ment. It has a capacity of 600 and earphones have been 
installed every seat, the United Nations. large 
part ol the audience uses the earphones, most ol them 
younger people who follow the Yiddish dialogue through 
simultaneous translation into Romanian. This theater has 
studio for the training young actors and its own shop 
for the preparation of costumes and scenery. Its company, 
including orchestra and technicians, numbers more than 
150. all paid on the same scale people of the 
Romanian-speaking theater. 

Romania’s three Yiddish-language elementary schools 
lasi, and 


school system. They are housed modern buildings and 


imisoara—are part ol the public 


pupils get their textbooks free. Yiddish-speaking classes are 


also set ordinary public schools wherever the parents 
ten more pupils want such schooling for their chil- 
dren. estimated that about 5,000 Jewish youngsters 
attend these classes and about 600 more the three Yid- 
dish lan uage schools 

Despite the tolerance and monetary support the Com- 
munist government grants Jewish cultural institutions, 
the people who work them believe that Romanian Jew- 
ish culture disintegrating and has hope for the future. 
T his feeling prevails ven rally among Yiddish teache rs and 
writers, and even among the theater pr opl who are better 
off than any ol the othe rs s| heir hopelessness cannot arise 
from financial discrimination against the 
tions. But financial support alone not enough stimu- 
late truly Jewish creative effort. Creativity is stifled in the 


inspired Communist censors who 


atmosphere tear 
i 


have been especially severe with the Jewish minority. 


members live under constant suspicion “nationalist 


deviationism 


story Yiddish culture Romania most re- 


vealing illustration the Communists’ true 
ward all minorities, and particularly the 
writers and artists Romania have not been liquidated 
they were Russia. Indeed, the period when the Stalinist 
terror was most severe the Soviet Union, and when 
Jewish institutions that country were 
eradicated, happened coincide with the time when the 
Romanian Communist regime started encourage the 
building Jewish theaters and schools. That was 1948, 
when the Communist government Romania was still 
its honeymoon period and its leaders were loudly pro- 
claiming equal rights and freedom for all the country’s 
minorities. The Soviet Union had gone through similar 
phase thirty years earlier. 


While 


Ger- 


mans and Slavs—enthusiastically began building their 
own cultural institutions, the Jews showed very little initia- 
tive. They were frightened what they saw happening 
the Soviet Union, where Stalin had begun his crusade 
against the cultural institutions the Jewish minority. His 
wholesale purge Russian creative intelligentsia 
thoroughly scared even the most fervent Communists among 
Romanian Jewish intellectuals and they became reluctant 


engage any activity that would emphasize their Jew- 


scene from The Diary Anne Frank, staged Jewish 
State Theater. The American play attracted enthusiastic crowds. 
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communities survive, living according their rigid tradi- 
ae 
f 


ishness. The tragic demise that time the Soviet 
Yiddish newspaper seemed special warning 
the writers among them. 

the same year that events Russia frightened them 
much, the rebirth Jewish State Israel aroused the 
enthusiasm Romania’s Jews, including many the 
writers and other intellectuals. the Jewish Communists, 
this seemed increase the risks involved creating news- 
paper and other periodicals devoted the things the 
secular world that interested them. There was too much 
danger getting caught ideological conflict with the 
Party. And the idea developing Yiddish press 
Communist Romania died aborning. Religious institutions 
seemed safer. Had not Stalin himself harnessed Russian 
Jewry’s religious institutions the Communist propaganda 
wagon, even though was bent destroying secular 
Jewish Romania’s Jewish 
their attention synagogues, schools, kashruth* and the 
baking matzoth 

Consequently, non-religious Jewry has 
place Romania today. There are clubs and libraries 
like those Poland where Jews who are not Orthodox 
can pursue cultural interests. There newspaper, 
periodical any kind, inform these Jews, and serve 
outlet for cultural expression the Yiddish press does 
other countries 

reluctance Jewish Communists develop Yid- 
dish cultural activities admitted even the Secretary 
the All-Romanian Writers’ Union. Michael 
Gafitza, noted Romanian poet and critic, whom inter- 
viewed the Union’s elegant headquarters. The 
Culture has very large budget, told me, and sup- 
ports all writers, artists and scientists very generously and 
without discrimination. There are fifteen Yiddish authors 
among the 430 members the Writers’ Union, but there 
are a great Many more Jews among them who write only 
Romanian. Gafitza reeled off lengthy list thei 
critics, novelists. 

told that Romanian literature had freed itself 
the “decadent” influence the West and that Romanian 
authors are producing much work the “Socialist realist” 
school. Jews writing Romanian are participating actively 
this trend, said, but those writing Yiddish “lack 

are not active Gafitza added regretfully 


are dominated nationalist influences, too.” 


CHOICE under the package plan for 
tourists, which offers visit one resort, picked 
Constanta. the largest port the Black Sea, 
Odessa, and for half century had been the chief port 
exit for European Jews migrating Palestine. Con- 
stanta closed them now. 


found quite few Jews among the passengers the 


train from Bucharest. They were going the fashionable 


Chief Rabbi Moses Rosen (at right) attending service 
with Sweden’s Chief Rabbi Kurt Wilhelm during his visit Romania. 
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watering places, Mamaia and Eforie, vacation. One 
confided that was going stop off Constanta, 
where ship from Israel was port, and see what the 
Israelis in its crew looked like 

The commercial attaché legation Bucha- 
rest had told about the vessel, the Carmel, then un- 
loading cargo phosphates, citrus, textiles, cocoa and 
razor blades. She would take back Israel lumber and 
other raw materials abundant Romania. Despite Ro- 
mania’s cold war with Israel, trade between the two coun- 
tries has reached annual value $5,000,000. 

Through the windows the train Constanta, got 
glimpses some the internal workings the Com- 
munist regime. fields all along the way groups people 
were work under the surveillance armed guards. 
passenger explained that these prisoners 
laboring State farms 

railroad line runs along portions the unfinished 
canal between the Danube and _ the Black Sea that had 
once been one the regime’s most widely 
ects. From 1948 1952, tens thousands forced laborers 
were employed its construction and thousands them 


died of sheer exhaustion With only a few miles to GO al 


its Black Sea end, work the canal had stopped 


avoid The Soviet engineers charge 
realized that inadequate provision had been made for the 
fact that. the level of the Danube is at some places below 
that the sea. Completion the canal would have 
flooded large areas Romania. Construction was halted 


Constanta 


Constanta bustling, colorful city with gardens, cafes 
and wine cellars that have oriental flavor. Its once 
numerous Jewish community has been reduced 200 
families. They are mainly shopkeepers and artisans who 
cling their businesses despite the intensified drive toward 


collectivization produce and sell such articles 


as 


underwear, slippers, handkerchiefs and shoelaces. The 


Communist regime seems have been lenient about liqui- 


Continued on pace 24 


Eyewitness Report from Romania 


The exuberant calusari (hobby-horse) dance, performed peasant youth Whitsun, has its origins ancient Roman ritual. 
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The Guided Muse 


HENRIETTA YURCHENCO 


year “Bucharest” the darkness 


vorld 


the dim light 
finally made out the rest fellow passengers. Well, 
some of them were going to the 


mar 


American Record Guide conference. too. felt 
better already. Two ladies from the couple 


there from Rome. sooner had 
International Folk Musi 


selves than young woman and man dashed across the big 
Council read, * ie lfth Annual Meeting of the ° 


empty room towards and breathlessly asked: “Are 
will convene Sinaia. Romania, August hlessly asked: “Are you 


Conference will followed the Fifth Biennial here for the conference? are from the Ministry Cul- 


tition Folksong and Dance held Bucha- ture 


rest. 


Our answer sent them quickly the customs desk. 
Hurried explanations took place which 


identified 
neon sign one word: “folklore.” 


What gloomy airport! hat red matter minutes, our pass- 


2 
Mrs. profe nal and has for 


ports stamped, luggage recovered, car whisked away 
into the night, toward the lights Bucharest. 

here were behind the Iron Curtain! The Athenee 
Palace, our hotel, used the playground 
rich and noble. Today, bit worn and used, still boasts 
red damask walls, huge mirrors and dazzling chandeliers. 
Dinner the gracious garden restaurant made forget 
where was. Anybody could have convinced me—having 
just dined and wined was 1914 1928. Even 
the waiter with his old world graciousness seemed evoke 
prewar times. I was jarred back to the present no tipping! 
Socialist Romania tipping forbidden, but such cus- 
toms die hard among waiters and hotel employees. 
don’t expect anything but won't refuse once offered. 
porter, when brought bags, pointed his finger 
cigarettes. gave him pack and promptly regretted 
it. delight suppose having arrived safe and 
sound, forgot for fatal moment that the supermarket 
was not right around the corner. 

juke box across the way from the hotel blared 
into the night. tossed around bed the strains 
Latin American rhythms and the mélange American 


jazz and French and Viennese known con- 
tinental music—until wav into the night. Five 
the morning and the telephone at my bedside jangled 
shrilly ear. Time get up! had before 

three hour ride to Sinaia and oul hosts were determined 
to get us there in time for the opening session called for 

And we were there. a little weary, but mh tine The ap- 


proach to the conference headquart rs led through Sinaia 


into thickly wooded hills. As the road curve d upward, build- 
ines of enormous size came into view First. the palace ol 
the first Romanian King, prince imported from 


to rule after the final defeat of the Turks in the 


second half 
have said as he placed his foot on Re manian soil for the 
first time 

What heavy-looking structure. But the gardens were 
beautiful formal French style enhanced 
day, museum visited multitudes workers and 
babushka-ed peasants. Up, went past smaller build- 
ings. Finally, Pelisor the palace Ferdi- 
nand and the glamorous Marie, burst into view. Here 
were, said our guides. This enormous gingerbread house. 
was this home? quick tour the main floor, with 
its enormous lovers, dark-paneled dining salon, and spac ious 
rooms put immediately ease. What quar- 
ters! The blue and white peasant rugs and bedspreads, 
enormous white towels warming hot metal pipes, were 
more than this folklorist was used to. welcome change 


bag accommodations, scorpions, fleas 


and vicious sand flies, which sometimes plague the trail 
blazer quest music. 


The Palace 


the hill after breakfast Foisor Palace, the confer- 
ence headquarters. This one was built for Carol and 
Magda Lupescu. Here peace was shattered. the ves- 


tibules people were rushing around with innumerable pa- 
pers their arms, the smaller rooms surrounding the 
conference chamber dozens typewriters were clacking 
away, mimeograph machines turning endlessly. were 
filled with books innumerable languages. 

made way into the conference room. Mobbed. 
eye roved about. Where would sit? place cards read: 
Vietnam, Bulgaria, Switzerland, Canada, USSR, Israel, 
Egypt. The Delegation motioned me. Down front 
went and gingerly settled myself into precarious looking 
chair, wondering for split second whether 
would hold up. use concentrating yet. ‘Too many 
distractions. Innumerable earphone wires threatened en- 
tangle me completely. I switched the plug from socket to 
socket trying to find English. The Soviet delegate smilingly 
helped out and finally had it. Over there right were 
the broadcasting booths, one for each the languages 
cially used—English, French, Russian, German, and Ro- 
manian. the back were movie and slide projectors, rec- 
ord players and tape machines. Stull don’t know what 
saving up there in front. Better listen. “Papers in the offi- 
cial languages will distributed each day. The Romanian 
Folklore Institute welcomes you and proud. Please 
ret your table number, sign the paper your desk and 


don’t forget books on folk music can be purchased in tne 


But not for long Romanians have provided 
army of guides who a1 ubiq utous and ready to take care 
the most insignificant detail. have even doctor 
duty One ot the transiators, also a doctor. has Ive uD S 
vacation help out the attach myself 
one them. that man over there.” 
‘And that man?” representative 
from the Ministrv Culture.” this must big 


event 
evening repair the small bar Pelisor House. 


Out of long experience on ocean voyages I |} 


that this 
the place where eventually evervone will meet Here the 
talk will free and unhampered. Who knows, political 
enemies may even become friends. Surely there will 


singing. Better than boat full strangers, for are all 


united because our deep love for the work do. Back 
own room late that night, too excited sleep, 
thought back the events the day. More than hun 


dred people from almost thirty different countries came 
all this way attend conference folk music. seemed 
hard believe that the IFMC was worried about holding 
here. other delegates were like me, then good many 


came just because of that. From the conduct of the dele- 


gates from the Soviet and our hosts, the Romanians, 


politics seemed nobody’s concern. wonder how 
will the Israeli delegates get 


) with the E ypulan iaday 
re the Eas serum S I I 


dly with the West Germans? 
Once the conference full swing, will the Eastern Euro- 
pean nations bring Marxist theory into folkmusic? would 


see 


Meanwhile, what could be lovelier? The palace I was 
staying used King Ferdinand and Queen Maria’s. 
And here I was occupving Ferdinand’s own suite. And the 

I 


li 


yey 
F 


bathtub, was really silver, they said? The food was 
looked out window and the full moon 
They had 


told this house now rest home for artists, musicians, 
thought, 


marvelous 
sharply etched the trees, black the night. 
mind 


theater people and writers. 


spending vacations here, too 

The next few days were devoted to the reading ol papers 
the subject the conference, musical instruments 
folk music. There were reports types clarinets from 
Albania, hackbretts and typanons from Switzerland, three- 
note instruments from China, and folk instruments Slo- 
vakia. There were also reports singing styles, folk poetry 
and the dance. One the highlights the conference was 
movie short Kadman 
fascinating document was filmed 


on location at the time of the exodus from Yemen. 


shown Gurit from Israel 


Yemenite dances. 


Enter Politics 


UNTIL THE SUBJECT contemporary developments 
folk music hit the floor the conference did differences 
between the Soviet and Western blocs become clear, the 
they were real. Mihai Pop, the 
Folklore Institute Bucharest, his paper “Tradition and 


politics folk 


Innovation Contemporary Romanian Folklore,” slightly 
jarred the polite atmosphere which marked 
study tradition folklore longer mainly con- 
cerned with preservation, but rather with questions 
change and renewal especially Romania, where the 
changes have followed naturally from the new conceptions 
of life 


brought popular democracy.” was his open- 


ing statement. the many scholars whose work mainly 
study traditional expression, Pop’s statement was 
doubt irritating. But others for whom folk music 


living, ever-evolving expression, was breath fresh air 


questions that leaped into our minds were: just what 


did mean it? Was the statement politically loaded? 
And how did such theory operate practice? con- 
tinued: 


“Contemporary Romanian folklore does not contain all 
that the masses have created over the centuries; much has 
been lost, and all the rest has undergone ceaseless change. 
the opposing tendencies preservation 
tive song form free declamatory style, the epic song and 
folk tale disappearing, according Mr. Pop, because 
they are incompatible with the “new conceptions life.” 


lost their ritual significance and are now performed col- 


ancient ceremonies and music,” said, “have 
orful spectacles. Such archaic rites Calusari, connected 
with healing, fertility, and the ‘wreath spikes’ cere- 
mony the end harvest ensure future fertility, are 
all now popular entertainment the collective farms.” 


Mr. Pop went describe the new folk music. 
vigorous genres contemporary folklore 
cries are either dance calls, spoken commentary, 


satirical humorous the lyrical song, the 


dance and instrumental music. 


comparison with the 
past, this new music more dynamic and vigorous mel- 
ody, rhythm and interpretation. Traditional motifs, poetic 
imagery 


use similes and metaphors—are liberally drawn 


upon the creation contemporary song.” 

class society, the collective character reflects the collective 


society and society, had this say: 


thought based upon unity interests the people united 
it re- 
flects the unity the popular masses their struggle 


their common social status and historical destiny; 
against the ruling classes. Socialist society the collec- 
tive character folk creations mirrors the moral-political 


unity the people 


new pattern life.” 


Romanian folk musical instruments are (left right): the nai pan-pipe, with lyrical tone; the conza lute, traditional 
instrument village fetes; the tambal dulcimer, string instrument used folk-music orchestras the and spice” concert tunes. 
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“New Conceptions” 


Mr. Pop made significant statement regard the 
active role played government agencies 
formation Romanian folk culture. pointed out that 
radio, films, the 


dance groups and 
choruses the cultural centers and Trade Union Clubs 
which have grown like mushrooms all over the country 
since 1945, have influenced folk music. “The activity 
these factors,” said, sporadic nor casual, but 


? ilding the new conceptions of life 


life and to consolidate the 


cial consciousness the people.” italics 

address closed with confident statement the 
future prospects folklore. historical out- 
look prevents from regretting what has been outlived.” 


toy with pencil. What shall say 


ter Pop, the sum total life not politics. The sum total 
music under capitalism not songs protest, nor, 
I dar sav. are songs hailing the “new” society all that is 


heard Romania. Folk music embraces life itself, the de- 


pairs over a lost lover, the ecstasy of love, the beauty of the 


sea, the jov working together, human wisdom, wit and 


Mr. Pop knows all this. But 
partial truth were the total truth 


States 
How simple 


‘aps, with more strophic, more metrical construction 


than ever happiness, optimism 


building “Socialism.” The old musi richly embellished 
in tree declamatory stvle equals erie, oppression, wretch- 
edness. would follow from his description that 
with the highest expression human joy. Rock 


and roll 


your new scene! 


changes occurring folk music that Pop speaks 
about are not exclusively limited Romania, nor. for that 
matter, the other nations. 


These trends are 
wo! Id-w ide, 


simultaneously evolving modern capitalist 
nations well the Orient, the Arab world, and among 


tive peoples. Japan, for example, the Western 
phere, China the Soviet orbit, music becoming 


But what does this development have 


with politics? It has to do with the rapid mechanization 
and urbanization modern life. Refrigerators, and 


jet planes tar outweigh the influence social revolutions. 


process westernization learned folk music, 


however, differs considerably in the Soviet and non-Soviet 
“backward” nations. non-Socialist countries advances 
the normal course events result the natural 
intercourse nations. the Soviet bloc, huge govern- 
ment program directs all activity. This program has con- 


scious political goal mind. constantly hammers home 


single message. 


But all this paper. These are official pronounce- 


ments. What the reality? What are they singing the 


collective farms and the factories? Are the research 
workers the Romanian Folklore Institute principally in- 
terested the “New 
questions that wanted answers. 


ful 


These were some of the 
The Romanians thought- 
provided opportunities acquaint the delegates with 


The Folk Song and Dance Ensemble has performed 
widely abroad. Here the workers are dancing the traditional 


RUMANIA TODAY, No. 2, 1958 


the man spects the organized severa 
expeditions, one village the Transylvanian Moun- 
tains, and another factory. They brought peasant mu- 
perform for Sinaia; the conference dat 


Was expressly set to coincide with the fifth biennial compe- 


tition folk and and arranged visit 
their headquarters Bucharest. 


the beautiful terrace Foisor House Sinaia 


had our first hearing Romanian folk music. Except 
two recently composed songs with political texts performed 


group girls from the Ploesti region, they were all ex- 
cellent traditional examples. One the most delightful epi- 


sodes was performance masked dancers from Mol 
davia. Thev presented full sequence their local mid 
winter dances. Disguised goats, bears, heroes. 


mimed, and jostled with endearing nature 


and high spirits. accompanying band included shep- 
violin, cobza and drum. Traditional lind 


mid-winter carols religious pagan-epic content, fu- 


neral ritual song, epic ballads ancient vintage, were 
introduction Romanian music, there the 


Foiso1 House 


terrace 


The conference sessions over, the Romanian Institute 


arranged an expedition to the village ot Sibiel, in the 


svivania Mountains, demonstrate their work methods 


the field. Early one morning crowded into three buses 
and headed our way down 


lran- 


Lf 


mountain Sinaia and 
the north. Hours later, after luncheon Sibiu and 


the Bruckenthal Museum, arrived 


the villa 


iy 
ae 


The bucium long horn, used shepherds communicate across 


the valleys. also the historical symbol the call battle. 
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What sight! 
How 


beautiful black and white costumes! 


ured out The entire population had come 
sweet the women looked 


How 


were led into the new town hall 


out to greet us. 
were to please us! 
recorders and cameras materialized everywhere Un- 
The little balcony 
at the back of the large room was jammed full of children, 
Would 
more time 


filled seats filled with the residents. 
their black eves wide with wonder and curiosity 
that gallery hold under their weight? 
concentrate them, for the singing and dancing had be- 
gun. Forgotten were all the discomforts the trip, the 


rain, the weighty matters discussed in Sinaia. Here indeed 


was the living music. The emotional inte nsity of the singers, 
the abandon the dancers told more about folk 
than the papt rs and the numerous disc usSsIONS. Our guides 


translated the proceedings. 


be gan and the 


The music the ruchenitsa 
delegates were invited join in. may 
have our “Spin the but must confess 


Was 


worth thirteen hours on the road, and no dinner until one 


ence for this kissing game—with music and dance 


the morning? 


The next day only the hardiest delegates joined the sec- 


Assuredly was 


ond expedition, this one tractor plant Orasul Stalin 
was Sibiel. The “Artistic Brigades” 


combining theater, dance, 


propaganda units 
organized singing and 
dancing: lacked the spontaneity the true folklore found 
in non-industrial areas 


Bucharest 


EVENING RETURNED Bucharest. took 


first real look the city. the days before royalty and 


the wel 


were displaced commissars and Party 
officials was called the Little Paris. Certainly its broad 
avenues and well placed buildings remind one that 


pearl among cities. Little parks, 


restaurants on the many 
And cars. People walk right 


The shop windows show no 


luxury items. liquor store and noticed 


the prices. “How terribly expensive!” remarked 
guide. “But it’s getting cheaper all the time!” replied 

Yes, everything getting cheaper and better. the nu- 
merous conversations with Romanians, first Sinaia, then 
Stalin’s time 


was dreadful, everybody spied each other. you 


Bucharest, this was the constant theme. 


appeared concert nice clothes you were accused 
being Today, the guard will stop you you 
are not dressed decently. those dark days used 
wonder the effort was worth while. Now can get 
more books, more records and can speak foreigners with- 
out fear. desperately want communication ideas with 
the West.” 

next morning announcements for the next few days’ 
events were made breakfast. What 
gram! Attendance the final judging sessions the Fifth 
Biennial Amateur Art Contest, sight-seeing trips the lakes, 
the Village Museum, the Folk Art Institute, concert 
the State Philharmonic Orcestra, banquet the Univer- 
sity Club, and the final concert the competition, besides 


the visit the Institute’s headquarters. 


The city was alive now with the activities the con- 
test. More than 6,000 instrumentalists, singers and dancers 
flocked from every region the country. These were the 
semi-finalists selected from the original number 700,000 
Imagine, 700,000 participants nation 16,000,000! 
When not the theater performing before the judges 
the outdoor stage the central plaza, they were the 
street, singing and trading songs with each other with 
the locals far into the night. many Westerners 
who have search for authentic folksingers with spy 
glass, such numbers and such vigorous activity people 
all ages was staggering, say the least. 

For the next few days seemed swimming sea 
folkmusic. 


all regions the country appeared endless. Gypsy bands 


The procession songs and dances from 
Lautan) playing cembalos, pan-pipes, Cobzas, clarinets 
tarogato) and fish unique Romanian musical in- 
orchestras made fifteen types flutes, or, 
all things, orchestras alpenhorns, and bagpipes either 
accompanied the dancers played purely instrumental 
breathtaking. 


from small gigantic organizations numbering 


selections virtuosity was Choruses, 
ranging 
hundreds, were hand profusion. Some were simple, 
untutored groups while others, from the peasant 
tives the trade unions, were highly trained, semi-pro- 
fessional choral societies. Monody the natural way 
singing Romania but the professional choruses sophis- 
ticated 


harmonic 


arrangements—mostly the Russian 


mould. Uneven, Balkan rhythmic patterns, cu- 
rious polyphony from the Albanian border more dissonant 
than Alban Berg, recitative-like melodies lavishly studded 
with countless decorative figures—-Romania’s Turkish heri- 


rich banquet. 

the like freshly uncorked 
champagne. delicate court-like dance the Saxon peo- 
ple, chain dances, brightly paced horas, sirbas from Oltenia, 


dancing! 


lakes. add the charm. 


were performed with impeccable accuracy, and imaginative 
choreography. And how they whooped and hollered! The 
dancing the villagers left their own devices was ap- 
parent immediately. Their ensemble was precisely 
nated but the dancers retained their individuality. They 
flirted with the audience and vied for attention and some- 
how never got out step. How far superior the dance 
and unyielding—all head and heart. one the con- 
certs Bucharest’s trained ballet corps presented ballet 
based folk themes. was embarrassing arty, 
contrived. 

Only one aspect the competition was disappointing 
The Artistic Brigades were high propaganda and low 
art. Such elevated messages the value 
the use antibiotics and the necessity for high work quotas 
not necessarily make for good dance, music acting 
results struggled toward mediocrity. 


Final Competition 


final concert the competition: One hundred odd 
musicologists, dancers, radio and workers file wearily 
into the summer open air theater. After all have seen al- 
ready what can possibly move now? When shall get 
some sleep? But no, Contrary expectations, revived 
was splendid performance none shall ever for- 


get. The stage was ablaze with rich color Romanian 
regional costumes fashioned with embroidery mosaic- 
like design. Here the reds dominated, there the contrast 
black and white. The wreaths brilliantly-hued flowers 
which bedecked the dancers’ hair beguiled us. Here was 
folk heritage which combined sumptuous past with vital 
present. Until the middle the nineteenth century, Ro- 
mania was under the imperial rule the Turks. Almost all 
that remained Romanian culture was its folk 
which flourished spite oppression, spite domina- 
tion foreign powers. Would the present regime with its 
expressed purpose directing currents folk culture have 
disastrous effects the present scene? Would become 
bucolic, the “happy expression Socialism?” would 
retain its traditional prerogative satirize and poke fun 
authority? And would free probe the inner mean- 
ing life without having point Socialist moral? 
placing bets the Romanian people. Official aims 
one thing, what the people do is another. 

High importance the agenda was the visit paid 
the National Folklore Institute. housed fine 


building, with new equipment, excellent soundproof studios, 
extensive library with books from many parts the 


world, and endless files recorded material, 


and notes The staff, which studies the mai 
branches dance and literature—research 
and collect as a team But the Institute does more than 


open-air rehearsal the Balescu Folk Dance Ensemble the Craiova region. This one the artistic brigades organized and supported 
the regime throughout the country part huge government program propagandize through folk culture and art 
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for privat discussion 


the Union 


ourselves 


atmo 


George under 
night broke in. 
| enjoved the con arv works played ther 
\Oommanians aemurred 


Our serious works 


those heard the concert. respect music. Our com- 


osers do not write down to the 


performed are not 


education is to 
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for 400 students Bucharest 
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chases works three main categories: symphonic, 
and chamber music, choral and mass and 
popular music. ‘| he price is established by the comn 
heading each section according to musical value 

“What determines the value work?” 

The portance of the thematic material.” 
answer. “It must some way keeping with 
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trad an, traditional occupations East European 
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Once more, flying plane over the Black pathi- 
ins. How menacing they are! Best thing draw 
curtain and shut out. close eves trving 
are noted for their practice and preservation folk art forms. last. But random thou mind. Why 
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Yes.” thev assured “we have musical 
All are acquainted with the works Boulez and 
Stockhausen but none write that stvle. should 


1 
ve when we have cur own tolk music to draw upon be- 
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note that number our delegates appeared 
and TV and were paid according to the evoing scale The 


composer Is accorded the same rights to vacations as other 
workers. wants work out town quiet and 
facilities are ided 
peace, TACMIUICS are provide 


the Soviet Union, artistic workers are given every 


opportunity for fulfilling their long 
the service the State. Performers all actors, 
singers, instrumentalists, and dancers live 


have lore 


Limits 

noticed that banners with painted slogans, lights arranged 
in dec orative patterns, bright posters and leis of green leaves 
hune from the buildings. Liberation tomorrow. Mil- 
lions will marching through the tanks and 


rumble by, and countless planes will streak across 


Fifteen vears since the Nazis were driven out! | mn 


part this celebration. Would feel these com- 


posers do if | were? 


After all, what do I reject in the statements made at 
Union? the limitations they set upon artistic creations 
I cann accept at lace Value the ass i Ireed I 
artistic expression the one hand, 

eping with the philosophy ol Socialist realism, on the 

ce other They are cs aict t ce ental \ 
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to vreat works oO! art ( 
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now. can repeat vhat have told: things 


tter than thev were 


Israelis. And the East Germans hev were not 
unists, the West Germans betwe 


me aichemy of secret creative strengt ne music 


ANIMAL FARM 

joke current Bulgaria: 

The Communist Party, after incorporating the whole 
population within its ranks, decided recruit animals 
Party members. The Agit-Prop leaders first approached 
lion. After explaining the advantages Party membership 
him, they begged him join up. The lion thought things 
over and then answered: must refuse, but for your 
sake that so. Think over. considered the King 
the Beasts. Now, you don’t want people make fun 
you for having allowed King join your ranks.’ 

The propagandists next proposed membership 
monkey. But the monkey just laughed and said: 
thought you were more intelligent. You know everyone 
makes fun because have red behind. What will 
they say become entirely red?” 

They next approached ass. The ass also refused, 
saying: life have done asinine things. But join 
your Party more than capable of.” 

Finally, they asked dog. The dog replied humbly: 
why you want the Party? can only bark.” 

“Exactly what need. put you the Agitation 
and Propaganda 

The dog accepted. 
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The 
Norms 


Factory managers the Soviet bloc are revising 
their payrolls effort get higher production. 


Czechoslovak workers assembling typewriters. The sign overhead 
says they are for the title Brigade Socialist 
Svet v Obrazech (Prague), July 30, 1960 


WORKERS EASTERN have been receiving heavy priority the production the means produc- 

lot attention lately from their Communist man- cement, machine tools—they have been 
agers, who hav been looking over the payrolls to set to keep wages down to a point where the vy will not exceed 
whether Istvan and Joset and Pawel are making more the lamited supplies ol consumer goods At the Same tine 
money than the directives say they should. The problem order push industrial production upward 
of wages in modern industry is not confined to the board- draft, they have had to find incentives that will spul the 
rooms the West. Eastern Europe there endles worker greater efficiency 


tug-ol-war between the managers, who want more produc- 


tion. and the workers who want more money top Time and Motion 


Czechoslovak Communist recently put the issue in words Be rinning with Stalin in the early 1930s, the Com : 

which might have been taken from a speech by a Pitts munists took over from the West the technique s of “scien- 2 
burgh industrialist tific which Western trade unions had de- 
rl eadily. increas nounced as exploitation of the worker Ihe system as it 

ear s by prod 1 becomir more effi now e€XISUS pushed to an extreme inconceivable in the : 

lis . lards are inseparably linked with production worker's pay In essence, the worker gets a basic wage for 
labor productivity. This valid the fulfilling “normal output” many pieces units 
every wag must based day. For production above the norm his earnings mount, 
productivity, and and often the additional pay rates which grow 

incentive system also has another function 
wage problem has many complications for the Com- Communist economy, where large proportion today’s 
who have undertaken beat the capitalists factory workers were recently peasants whose working hab- 
developing industry while the same time claiming its were geared the more leisurely pace agricultural 
represent the interests the workers. Because they give life. Their traditional tempo was set the sun overhead, 


+} BS i 


the weather and the seasons rather than time clock 
the movement assembly line. program forced 
industrialization required that the new proletariat from the 
efficient producers objects which they had never seen 
their lives, and for which they had neither use 
understanding. 

The result has been fantastic growth norms, premi- 
ums and bonuses set different way for each the 
multitudinous jobs found modern industry. the 
Czechoslovak machine-building industry there are said 
less than million performance norms. 
Dimitrov Shipyards there were 30,000 permanent 
and temporary labor norms Poland has 
even been suggested that special courses be established to 
teach workers how their wages are calculated. 
years this incentive system was accompanied massive 
propaganda lauding exemplary workers who overfulfilled 
The “Stak- 
were part the official folk- 


their norms (sometimes with suspic ious ease 


lore Communism, and their exploits became one the 
staple themes literature and the other 

The effectiveness such payment-by-results system 
depends, course, its relation the complex reality 
the factory. Norms must, principle, possible ful- 
fillment; the same time they must not too easy. 
technology advances, or as efficiency increases, the norms 
have adjusted accordingly. This task appalling 
dimensions, and not surprising that the Communist 
norm-setters have fallen behind their work. The need 
revise norms has been recurring theme the speeches 
East European officials for number years, but the 
discrepancies the system seem have grown apace. 
last the structure wages had become irrational 
call for major overhaul. 


Obsolescence 


basic difficulty, all the Soviet bloc, 
was failure adjust the basic wage rate step 
with increases his total money earnings. most cases 
the wage scales were those established the late 1940s, 
and over the years they had come to comprise less and less 
the pay. Bonuses and premiums had become 
the rule rather than the exception, the point where 
these extra payments often amounted more 
the regular were taken for granted 
norms had become easy fulfill, that 
they longer functioned incentives greater efficiency. 
effect, course, had not been the same everywhere. 
industries where productivity had increased fastest, be- 
cause improved technology, the obsolescence 
norms had been greatest. 1957 the coal miners Slo- 
vakia produced average percent more than their 
norms, while workers the machine-building industry 
were overfulfilling their norms more than 100 percent. 

The whole wage structure, in fact, had become distorted 
and inequitable. Lenin Stee! Works the pro- 
duction workers were getting bonuses which averaged 220 
percent their basic wage, while maintenance men—paid 


by the hour got premiums averaging less than 70 pt recent 
of their basic wage. As a result the production workers 
earned much more than those who were responsible for 
the upkeep costly and complicated equipment (quite the 
opposite the usual practice industry).* Poland, 
during the second half 1957, “30 percent the workers 
reached wage scale equal higher than the salaries 
received the engineers supervising them. These 
highly paid workers include those who 
the brewery Michalovce earned 800 koruny month, 
while similar job the brewery Benzina paid 
2,000 koruny; the tobacco plant Banska Stiavnica, 
packer classified the third skill category made 5.69 
hour, while worker the fifth category earned 
only 5.56 koruny. 

The greatest inequities were found the salaries 
workers not employed industry and who did not re- 
ceive the relatively favorable treatment given the high- 
priority industrial sector. Poland during 1957 the pay 
nonindustrial employees compared with that workers 
the machine-building industry follows (taking the 
average wage the machine-building industry 100 


Scientific employees higher 


educational institutions 122 
Physicians 103 
City transport employees 
State railway employees 
Teachers 
Wholesale trade employees 74 
Retail trade employees 72 


Communications employees 


personne 


Inflationary Pressures 


Another factor underlying the wage problem the Soviet 
bloc chronic tendency—accentuated recent vears 
for the supply money people’s hands exceed the 
goods available for consumption. While the rigidly con- 
trolled Communist economies seem fairly immune from the 
sort runaway price inflation that has afflicted other 
countries from time time, they have not been able 
withstand all the pressures engendered rapid indus- 
trialization. article Czechoslovak trade union 
newspaper observed: 


“It not necessary trained economist great 
mathematician recognize that general 
wages and salaries would not bring 
standard. After all, not pin would added our 


market supply have had some experience this 


respect. Not long ago people went through the shops 
with full pocketbooks and did not find what they wanted. 

were have more money than goods, the 
harmony between labor productivity and wages were 
seriously upset—this would obviously tend 


The tendency for wages creep upward even 


tightly controlled Communist economy reflection 
human factors that amount planning can entirely 
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everything else, the initial impulse for the reform 
has come from the Soviet Union, where Premier Khrush- 
chey has been emphasizing the importance “material 
the race overtake America. During the 
last two the Russians have been their whole 
wage system. Reforms the oil and machine-building in- 
were begun 1959, and during 1960 the process 
completed manufacturing and construction and 
extended transportation and State farms. The revision 
involves an increase in the basi wage ralt along with a 


t in 


tightening norms; the same time the Soviets are in- 
troducing seven-hour day. Premiums for managerial and 
technical are also being changed encourage better 


quality production well quantity. 


Hungary: Collapse and Reconstruction 


piecework system was abolished Hungary during 
the 1956 Revolt, and the Kadar regime was slow rein- 
stall it. Until the middle 1957, wages were 


time. the first half that when 


the economy was from the effects the Revolt 
average reportedly increased 20 percent although 


output per man was percent below the level the previ- 


new wage system was installed decree July 20, 
1957, which reintroduced piecework but 
form. While under the old system the rates payment 


for above-norm production 


with greater output, under the new system the rates de- 
creased—thus eliminating the tendency for wages 


crease taster than production above the norm. At the same 
an attempt was made to link the payments to im 
provements quality and reductions cost 

“average wage control underscored the 
concern with Although individual enterprises 
were given considerable discretion determining the meth- 
ods payment they the central authorities set 
rigid limit the quantity funds that could used 
the upper and lower limits 
hourly wage within each category 
from above, and rigid maximum was set for skilled 


workers above which not even 


This new approach, however, is. criticized as having 
stringency of control over the average wage level of the 
ividual plants and the devressive character of the piece 
rates have reduced the possibilities for bonuses 
According to a recent study in an economi 
journal, managers have been forced fix low limits the 
degree which norms can surpassed and many cases 
use “plain time wages instead time plus 
1958, the use simple time monthly wages had 


slightly compared with 1957, but they still 


contrast pre-Revolt years when piecework was considered 

“the nly true Socialist wage form.’ and norm calculators were 

tually given premiums for broadening the fie its application 
AK lasagi Szemle [Budapest], February, 1958 


tell, te 


represented 42.3 percent all working hours 
industry. Since early 1959, the regime has 
viving the old devices work brigades and labor competi- 
tions as a means of increasing productivity. It has also 
moved revise the norms that were hastily reinstituted 
only three years ago and put them 
technical basis. for this was stated the 


press recently leading economic journalist: 


Let now examine the relationship between norn 
and productivity. clear that rise the latter 


sults increase the general percentage fulfillment 


However, a number of people forget that growing produc- 


tivity should bring not increase 
fillment but change the norms. And because people fail 


remember this because they consider changing the 


norms unpleasant task, many 


ful- 
fillment percentages are limited 110-120 and the wage 
addition, the majority of norms lack a technical founda 
on. clear that placing the norms technical 
basis, improving work and time analyses well 
nical conditions, and systematically changing the norms 
accordance with growing work experience, might open 


Romania: Quick Off the Mark 


less fortuitous reforms Romania were 
motion at the December 1956 session of tl 


Party Central 
1958, the main objectives were declared 


to have been achieved The share ol the basi wage ll 


the total pay was increased; norms considered 
too lax in the past wer tightened or “put on a scientific 
and the use piece rates was 


he results were as tollows: 


roemblace {t il 
Basic Waves 
Premiums 
Other supplements 6.5 


Piece rate workers 
percentage total 
industry 
building 85.2 

percentage overfulfillment 
norms industry 160 

An effort was also made to reduce the excessively liberal 

payment premiums technical and managerial 

sonne] The government ordered that such payments 
should granted quarterly and only after was estab- 
lished that production plans fulfilled. The 
amount the premiums was limited percent the 
basic wage for foremen, 


per- 


management 


The Romanians made the reform politically easier 


granting sharp increases money wages during 1957 


Economia Romineasca (Bucharest), January-February, 1958 


Scinteia (Bucharest), February 1958; and Munca 


irest 
July 26, 1958. 


1958 (10 and percent respectively), which 
helped minimize dissatisfaction with the new 
material incentives. Some measure the 
ariut in wages over the years can be found 1 u 1act 
that the income the average pensioner deteriorated 
percent the average wage 1948 
only percent the worker’s wage 1958 
July 1959, wages were raised another percent 
favoring the lower income brackets. tax reform, 
cluding reduction the income tax, also more 
jualitarian wage distribution. Pensions creased 
the average percent 

year later, however, the regime 
paign, and this time the reforms were plainly tailored 
to the needs of technol rical progress Effecti Augus 
960, technical, economic and scientifi rsonnel receives 
ilary increases averaging vit dividua 
dvancements ranging from percent depen 


WORKERS AND NORMS 


From report Hungarian Communist newspaper 
dealing with the difficulties encountered when higher 


norms were introduced Lang Machinery 
Factory: 


lot activity going the No. 307 lathe 
shop: the question norms the agenda. The 
norms have been examined and one two them 
adjusted present conditions. The new norms will 
introduced gradually from July on, over the span 
year. 

“No injustice has been done there were errors 
the past they were corrected —and yet some people 
still question the ruling. The opinion most commonly 
heard that the old norms were good enough for 
two years and half, they should good the future 
too. Mihaly Feher, speaking for his colleagues, 
argues: ‘We agree that the country, the factory, the 


shop, have develop. But results should obtained 
through technical progress. 

know,’ continues, speaking not only 
own account. have always overfulfilled 
younger workers who far have only fulfilled their 
keep them the factory? This very hard work, and 
not easy get lathe operator. The workers 
not look percentages but say, must have 
money.” They mean that they want earn much 
before.’ 

“Under the old norm regulations, general tighten- 
ing percent had been called for, and the wage 
fund had been reduced. This time the wage funds 
the enterprise and the shop have not even been 
touched. little more work has done the 
No. 307 shop from now on. But the possibilities for 
this exist, then why the lathe operators com- 
ply with it? Who would lose it? 


Nepszabadsag (Budapest), August 


scientific research workers were improved and placed 
par with those received by spec ialized cadres in the “pro- 
ductive” enterprises. Beginning September, the premium 
fund for technical and administrative personnel 
enterprises and for research cadres scientific institutions 

agricultural sector was also included. Agrarian 
technicians received average wage increase per- 
cent while the salaries leading economic 
concerned with the countryside were raised percent 
And new ruling was introduced for workers State 
farms and other State-owned agricultural units 
their wages directly the fulfillment plans; their earn- 
ings are increase (over the basic wage) direct propor- 
tion the degree overfulfillment, but should production 
fail meet the target, their earnings fall proportionally 


down minimum percent the basic wage.’ 


Czechoslovakia: Millions Norms 


reform Czechoslovakia was long time 


preparation, and seems have been more thoroughgoing 


than those Romania and Hungary. The Prague Com- 


munists, who run the most industrially developed country 
the Soviet bloc, had reckon with the sensibilities 
very large proportion the working population. There 
was naturally widespread (and not unreasonable) fear 
that the changes would against the interests the 
workers. The authorities conducted heavy propaganda 
campaign emphasizing that there would change 
the general level ol wages: many would even Carn more 
than before, the argument ran, and for the few whose 
pay would be reduced every effort would be made to 
help them raise their skills. But the workers were not 
the only source difficulty. Managers technical 
supervisors were often charged with lack cooperation 


and with “covering up.” Jaromir Dolansky, responsible 


for the wage reform, said that management olten regarded 


the norms merely instruments for distributing the wage 


fund, and 


considerations 


calculated them without regard technical 


workers who operate complex machines slow business 
properly means that every operation every 
machine must be tested to find out what can be expected 
from experienced operator working 
rate speed. the past, the Communists have often 
settled for so-called norms, which were only 
arithmetical estimates derived from records total pro- 
duction. many Czechoslovak factories more than half 
the norms had been fixed this way. Thus the reform 
neant screening millions norms and thousands pro- 
duction processes and products. For example, 
Smeral enterprise Brno, work commissions checked 
the efficiency design main types product, and 
technical changes were carried out 7,721 production 
processes.’ 

Another difficulty was that many workers were bound 
lose money. The reform would have been easier 


it had been accompanied by a general ink rease in wages 


crew coalminers the Slovak Handlova mine looking the 


board which shows how many tons they have dug during their shift. 
Svet v Obrazech (Prague), Janvory 9, 1960 


occurred Romania and Hungary—so that 
earnings would have been diminished although some would 
have risen more than others. But the regime undertook 
carry through without general wage increase, al- 
though in the end it seems to have compromised by per- 
mitting average rise two three percent 

main drive began 1959, and was concentrated 
initially in certain selected enterprises. By the end of the 
year about percent the 1.8 million workers 
affected had been brought under the new system. May 
1960, the reform had been completed the main industrial 
sectors involving 97.1 percent the workers. 
countries, the main objectives were reduce the extent 
which norms were overfulfilled, increase the share 
the basic wage the total pay, and increase the 
Another aim 
was raise the average pay workers key industries 


number “technically norms 


and jobs where conditions were unattractive. The 
factories which had adopted the new system the begin- 
ning 1960, said that the average overfulfillment 
norms had declined from 173 percent percent 
The number “technically norms these 
Piecework was markedly reduced: 
mentioned above, the proportion total working hours 
covered piece rates dropped from around percent 
percent. many cases, where piecework had been 
used example, where the out- 
put depended solely the speed machine not 
his control—the piece rates were simply eliminated. 
contrast the old Stalinist attitude this subject, the 
official press now argued: “The fear that 


limitation piece wages may cause reduction output 


4 


has proved unjustified overwhelming majority 
cases. many cases the opposite has proved When 
the time wage with premiums was introduced, not only 
was there reduction output but the production plan 
and the plan for work productivity were fulfilled and 
fact better variety products was achieved. 

While final report yet available, 
published far state that majority the workers af- 
fected have received higher wages, while percent 
have been forced take cuts. 


Poland: Order and Anarchy 


Poland the revision norms still its first stages. 
difficulties that beset the Communists 1956 
were such magnitude that the Gomulka regime had 
offer far-reaching concessions the way 
working and living conditions. One result was that 
1959 average money incomes (as distinguished 
chasing power) had risen more than percent over 
the level 1955. While this was partly effort raise 
living standards promised, there were signs that wage 
payments were getting out hand. October 1959 
old Stalinists and called for program retrenchment, 
arguing that the country was faced with serious financial 
difficulties. (See East Euro 


The new measures were mainly designed give the 


central more control over the country’s finances. 
Along with more discipline the collection 
stricter control over investment expenditures, better plan- 
ning, etc., there was stricter attitude the payment 
ol wages. Managers were ordered to stop winking at 
and “abuses” through which employees received 
awards, premiums and bonuses for work which they had 
not really done. Norms were revised: 


unjustified increases earnings several branches in- 
dustry and construction the faulty fixing norms which 
deviate from work organization 
dards, well the liberal lowering norms norm- 
fixers, foremen, and factory managers. Intensive work must 
started regularizing the system norms 
replacement outdated norms those based incorrect 


principles with technically norms 


Norms are being revised this such way 
get more production without any general increase wages. 
Next vear there are to be general changes in the whole 
system of norms, of a nature not yet specified. At the 
beginning 1960 new system premiums for admin- 
istrative and technical personnel was introduced, designed 
encourage quality improvement and reductions costs. 
funds were established each enterprise out 
which premiums are paid. The first dis- 
tributed the year’s over-all results are more than 
five percent worse than the previous year’s. The second 
becomes available when the output the previous year 
surpassed; but the size this fund depends whether 
not the improvement was planned, the planned im- 
provement being more highly rewarded than 


WHOSE FAULT IT? 


“In several machinery factories where new and some- 
what higher and more difficult technical norms were in- 
troduced this year, stoppages took place lasting hours 
and even days. The stoppages resulted from supply 
difficulties. Naturally the workers were very displeased, 
and rightly so: ‘We have accepted your higher norms, 
now provide with the raw materials. want 
have something work on.’ But was the fault the 
particular factory concerned? Not all; can said 
that the entire machinery industry suffering from 
shortage steel products, particularly rolled goods.” 


Tygodnik Demokratyczny (Warsaw), July 13-19, 1960 


planned. Except special cases, the ceiling the pre- 
miums set percent the annual 


Bulgaria: More Money 


Bulgaria, the campaign just beginning gather 
momentum. Last December the Party Central Committee 
issued decree laying down the basic principles the 
revision, which will affect about 1.3 million workers. 
Following the Romanian pattern, the Bulgarians are 
accompanying the introduction the new system with wage 
increases which will implemented three stages during 
1960. The first stage took effect April the mining, 


building and transportation industries, where wages were 
raised from 


percent various branches. The 
second and third stages were follow July and October 
other industries. Altogether the wage increases are 
expected increase average personal incomes per- 
cent over the 1959 level. 

The revision the structure wages and norms. intro- 
duced simultaneously with the pay increases, follows the 


same principles applied elsewhere the Soviet bloc. 


“With view removing the discrepancies norms 
and wages different branches industry, the regulating 
role of the basic wage in the total wages of the workers 
must strengthened. Simultaneously with the introduc- 
tion the new wage schedules, the labor norms must also 
studied, and the remuneration received above the norms 


must be transferred to the basic wage of the workers.” 


Thus the basic wage will raised include some 
the income now received for above-norm production, while 
the new norms will higher and more difficult fulfill. 

regime also intends revamp the whole structure 
geographic, industry and skill differentials pay. The 
salaries engineers and technicians are 
relatively more than those the workers, the average, 
since they are said relatively low-paid. The premiums 
these for fulfilling economic plans are 
revised include incentives for improving 
quality and reducing costs. The Bulgarian regime, unlike 
the others, has not yet undertaken increase the im- 
portance time wages preference piece wages. 
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DISCOVERING AMERICA 


doin ditheu ( npopular things shows that they 
take their economic programs seriously. The 
revise norms and increase the productivity 
power the Soviet bloc. the last two years there has 
been general raising sights the economic planners 
the and the total effort ambitious 
ever was under S 
erence now 15s tl manpower is not as plentiful 
used be, and most the planned increases pro- 
duction will have come from greater 
tl 1 Iro putt more men to wort But efficiency is a 
many-sided thir eans not only getting the individual 
necks in supply that seem to be a chron disease of 
ntrally planned es. Communist press full 
con I t nkKS nd nails, coal and metals do not 
Always arrive n the 1 ht place at the nght time Thi 
flow ducti continually being disrupted, 
i const ers are frequently obliged to 
idle anc bonuses disappear through fault 
heir else work overtime effort make 
the Last winter Polish trade union 
! al rticie der the ironic heading, ““The America to 
which the author lamented that “th 
delays for which workers are responsible constitute only 
} pat of all the work time lost The great majority 
these losses—which some machinery factories amount 
» 40 percent ¢« eve nore of a dav’s work are due to 
faulty ork organ on, poor cooperation, lack the 
Glos Pracy November 27, 1959 
Another problem the State-run economies 
ol t ( f vho seem to lurk in the corners of most of 
| Cx nists have often boasted that, 
capitalists, they not use the threat unemploy- 
men work harder. But the 
Polis economist Cveslaw Bobrowski observed a vear ago. 
this virtue becomes weakness when “the right work 
becomes t I b paid for idleness Przeglad 
Kultural Warsay November 19, 1959. Since then, 
he Polish re has ed its wage budvets by dismissing 
JEWS ROMANIA ntinued from page 
dating these vestiges private enterprise Constanta 
ecause Of Its racte! San international port. In Buc ha- 


res an acqual ce from the train told me, the authori- 
ties are much more severe. Almost every day, ten fifteen 


ews charged with illegal private trade are sentenced 
He said that 
been some signs effort the government 
field, but the results 


The police apparatus, swollen 


five vears very recently 
there had 


curb police the 


SO Tal had 


terro! 


peen meager 


number workers. result has been spotty 


unemployment various places the country 
and 


various branches industry. 


When with the problems combining men and 
machines the correct proportions and deciding how much 
and what kinds goods produce, the Communist plan- 
ill have only the roughest kind objective standards 
to. More the that 


men are needed produce the same output. How 


factory means 


surplus most efficiently employed? Western 
nomies rough sort answer provided the inter- 
play forces the market, offset the power govern- 


and labor unions. The way which the Soviet 


faces this problem will have much with its success 
the current drive to catch up with the West 
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enormous proportions, was fighting retain its power. 
ews were the most convenient victims the behind-the- 
scenes struggle between political and police 
Was very casy to produce against them such “circumstan- 
tial evidence” having applied for emigration receiving 
letters from Israel. Romanian judge, even happens 
lenient one, does not often have the courage 
ignore such evidence from the police and the most will 


the judge 


give the lightest possible sentence. 
often the case, 


pronounces the harshest sentence possible. 


Yetober 19. 1955 
Au 4 2 1959 
1959 
1958 
195, 
1960 
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Etorie, the highly fashionable resort where the Com- 


weekends and vacations, met Jewish professional man 
who held important post government institution. 
said was not Party member and neither were sev- 
eral other Jews occupying similar positions the same 
institution. told about high Jewish official who 
had applied for exit permit could emigrate 
Jew was dismissed job instantly. 


protesting the administration the institution, 


was rehired the next day, but less important position. 


Such demotions are the most common type 


Jews who apply for exit permits, informant 
“However, there are also cases complete discharge. 
are attributable the personal anti-Semitism in- 


dividual directors of offices and factories rather than to 


n over-all direc tive the government 


Our discussion moved the atmosphere panic among 


Romanian Jews and the effect the protests made 

world have had the police terror which directed 
against Jews with particular violence. Jews had met 
Bur rests Vacaresti quarter, especially those who were 
Orthodox, had told that the more the 


yrints about then plight, the harsher the terror becomes 


Jew, who lived and worked high places and was 
among top Party officials very luxurious 

otel, had completely different view this delicate prob- 

lem. “You must continue protest loudly and vigorously,” 


“It helps. However, you must beware 
rumors propaganda charges. Give the facts 
The time when Communist 
nes ignored public opinion the capitalist 
said. true that Romania little back- 


this respect, but even here things are beginning 


ting American credits and 
Well-informed Romanian Jewish intellectuals generally 


ssed belief that there are signs that the regime 


wants to ease tensions and improve re lations with the West 


Israel emphasized that this attitude still 


existed only the uppermost levels the government and 
iad not vet seeped down into the lower levels of the 
bu “AUCTACY, ially the police. 


The regime's final disposition of the case of Rabbi Eliezer 


Portugal indicates there considerable validity 


point view. During the months Rabbi Portugal’s 


imiprisonment, expressions of concern over his fate reached 


the Romanian government from many quarters 
Western world, non-Jewish as well as Jewish. I conveyed 
some these myself during interview with Berku 
Feldman. emphasized Feldman and other Com- 
munist officials the gravity with which Jews outside Ro- 
mania regarded the case. kept pressing for statement 


the charges against him, but first got 
answers, just routine assurances that Rabbi Portugal would 


receive fair hearing. Then came hints would re- 
leased shortly. 


Rabbi and his eldest son actually were returned 


girl 

followed more negotiations and pressure Jewish 
leaders and many others the free world, including prom 

nent Christian clergymen—aimed obtaining permission 
for Rabbi Portugal emigrate. After many months 
represents tions bore fruit and the Rabbi and the ten mem- 


bers his immediate family were allowed leave 


departure Rabbi Portugal indicates how sensitive 


Romania’s munists Nave become to worid opinion 


were 

world opponent who has never yielded their 
anteda his Opposition, 


plane carrying Rabbi Portugal flew across 


tavorable winds and reached New York 


his disciples the waitin 


room Idlewild this seemed sign that the Lord 


| 
hours anead ol schedule 


i 


ith favor their journey America and 


had sped him safely its end. Quietly, they waited 
night welcome the hostage just liberated. When 


came them, there was trace bitterness his man- 


I amd eply moved,” he told his welcomers, “to see that 


lle the night, giving 


ne in the mac 4 


hope awaken our people 


leep. There much that they can 


nplexion and long, beard. Wear- 


power modern media communication. Quoting 
Rabbi the teacher his youth, Rabbi Portu- 
gal said: “From each new invention there something 


value time: are only minute late, miss the 
train. The tel eraph teaches us the value of words: wi 


must pay for each 


maxim seems Rabbi Portugal even more 
In a time when radio has annihilated barrit rs ol time an 
distance. Although stood the gates citv fou 
thousand miles away, obviously felt very close Ro- 
mania when added: “What sav here, 


there. Jews should very careful our words. 
one must weighed. single unnecessary word can bring 
misfortune upon those whom seek 


His face took grim expression when was asked: 


you have any word hope for the Jews sti 
mania?” Phi re Was a long pause before he spoke 

very fact that I am here with you proves that there is hope 
Thanks to the Lord I have been re united with my family 
firmly believe that all the families who have been 
apart will reunited, too.” 


first faint light grav appeared the sky 


the Rabbi Skulen rode from the airport across 


that was beginning awaken 


home the day the son’s wife was safely delivered 
ner his speech. 
i 
the Jews Romania.” 
Now in his 
with pale cor 
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Through Yugoslav Eyes 
The Yugoslav press frequently comments life the countries the Communist 


bloc, and publishes dispatches more than passing interest from correspondents 


ationed inside those countries. These glimpses the orthodox Communist world 


through the eyes maverick Communist press often contain facts and observa- 


tions not to be found in the ritings of orthodox friends and foe 4 


China: Soviet Experts Leaving 


Interestin information on the replacement oj] Soviet tech- 


nicians new-style Chinese 


ASSIGNMENT leading officials villages, lar- 

ger smaller production centers, factories and 
mines, is on the agenda in China these days. Particular 
attention being given this the mining industry, and 


emphasis placed closer and permanent contact be- 


tween administrative-executive officials and pit workers, 
well the necessity transferring administrative 
officials and even entire managements the mine pits. All 
newspapers are stressing exemplary the steps taken the 
well-known Fushun mining center Liaoning Province. 
eleven hundred administrative officials have given 
their work places the surface and have moved into 
the pits, working there, the heart the production pro- 
cess, 135 newly opened subterranean offices. 

transfer management from the surface the 
pits Fushun not only included mining officials but also 
all labor union and youth leaders, the mine 
heads production groups and technicians, control and 
ical personnel. Now they are all the pits and form 
general staff the mine, managing the entire produc- 
tion and ideological-political work all three shifts. Only 
few offices and small number managing officials re- 
main outside the mine and the pits—people responsible for 
long-term planning, and those who deal with equipment 
and supply and labor mobilization, etc. 

Peiping press, reporting and attempting pop- 
ularize this action, gives the reasons for it. According the 


papers, the main reason was the existence so-called 


contradictions between production forces 
relations Managements were far away from the mines 
and the production process. From their 
using the telephone and numerous and lengthy meetings, 
they were unable resolve properly the problem pro- 
duction transact their business proper way and 
due time. Volume and quality ol production suffered. — 
“This [new not, however, limited the 
mines and mine districts. Similar measures have been 
taken factories, enterprises, villages, etc. Thus, even high 


officials—including those who hold the rank 


and deputy minister—are now assigned direct produc- 
tion. The general explanation and the general 
strengthening leadership all areas the Chinese 
economy. 

“Explanations are heard Peiping, however, which 
point another side the problem. fact that long, 
special trains with Soviet experts returning their country 
have been departing for several days from the Peiping Rail- 
road Station. officially announced here that the reason 
for the Soviet experts’ departure that ‘the term has ex- 
their assignments China and that they are now 
returning home after fulfilling their obligations. sure, 
versions also exist which present the matter entirely 
different light. Regardless this, Peiping observers express 
the opinion more and more frequently that the assignment 
Chinese management people direct production has 
been effected because the need improve the situation 
production well because the situation created 
many enterprises following the departure the Soviet ex- 
perts.” (Branko Bogunovic from Peiping, Borba, 
August 1960. 


Albania: Winston Rides Again 


A sneer at the excesses of Albanian propaganda: 


REPRODUCE here, for the enjoyment our readers, 
some ideas from the Tirana newspaper 
Popullit. 

“The Albanian daily wrote about recent visit the 
Adriatic coast the 86-year-old former British Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill, and stated verbatim that this ‘was 
incontestable evidence the danger which 
visionism represents for the international Communist move- 
ment, for Marxism-Leninism, and for the preservation 
world peace. 

Popullit asks: What Churchill doing Bel- 
grade? (The former British Prime Minister will very 
surprised accidentally comes across this Albanian 
report. will give him the unique opportunity learn 
that was Belgrade.) The answer these uninten- 
tional humorists from Zeri reads follows: ‘Everything 
was well-coordinated the basis carefully studied 
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plan. Today more than ever imperialism needs the help 
the modern revisionists, the first place, from Yugoslav 
revisionists, Europe and Asia well Latin Amer- 
ica and Africa.’ 

“The strangest thing far this text concerned 
the fact that did not appear the comic page—where 
belonged its contents—but rather foreign affairs 
commentary. 

for the most part, not exception. general, 
Albania’s anti-Yugoslav articles belong—obviously without 


the authors’ intention—in the province humor.” (Borba 
July 30, 1960. 


Bulgaria: Consumer Complaints 


report the Yugoslav news agency correspondent 
Sofia: 


PARATIONS FOR the just-concluded joint meeting 

the Bulgarian government and Party Central Commit- 
tee discuss measures for promoting trade and mass feed- 
ing gave Bulgarian housewives and other citizens the 
opportunity make stringent complaints about the present 
distribution network and point out weaknesses and 
shortcomings. 

“It was said that never were many complaints regis- 
tered in the complaint books—a custom that has existed for 
many years—as there were this past month. some 
places, the complaint book was quickly filled 
placed new one. The press also offered lot space 
for various proposals, opinions and complaints, well 
for reports professional organizations, that members 
the Party Central Committee were faced with this ma- 
terial all fronts. 

“Shortcomings restaurants, hotels and the distribution 
system are various. Some people see them the confused 
relationship distribution and industry and the weak 
distribution network; others see them the lack mater- 
ial incentives for distributors and restaurant and hotel ca- 
dres; still others, the present system plan indicators, 
because which many merchants, fulfill their plan. 
acquire and sell only large and expensive items. 

“To fulfill plans, some industrial enterprises produce mer- 
chandise poor quality and variation style which 
piles stores and warehouses. Distributors today not 


know what with millions pairs shoes the ware- 
houses, nor with the enormous quantities ready-made 
clothing which have been cut and sewn hurry. the 
other hand, the Ministry Commerce has ascertained that 
cooks restaurants many districts not follow the 
recipes simply because they not want 
great 


make any 
let return the housewives, who are 
most frequently contact with the distribution system 

There are various proposals and remarks the com- 
plaint books. Many housewives ask why difficult 
and seldom possible obtain fresh vegetables and fruit 
Sofia groceries, when these products are abundant the 
countryside. Nadka Belazamova, who searched Sofia stores 
for broom and cleaning powder, wrote the editor 
Sofia newspaper: surprised that annoyed 
me, how can keep house clean have 

“Evgenija Antonova Dimitrov complains that nowhere 
can she find light-colored shoes, size was 
forced buy men’s sandals.’ Ivanaka Cenkova from Russe 
asks why merchants not realize that women feel un- 
comfortable uniforms and not like seen 
dresses all of one and the same design. Dimitrina Penkova 
objects the import outmoded mass consumer goods 
from abroad 

“Some people complain too long and too frequent 
revisions and inventories, which sometimes take whole 
month; others, rude and uncivilized service, being 
kept waiting for hours, 

“Ljuben Zlatko, manager the city trade enterprise, 
of the opinion that one of the basi problems related to 
improving work the method rewarding commercial 
employees. proposes rewards based work results, 
which would give workers greater material 


incentive. 
Waiter Janev from Varna makes the same proposal for 


restaurant workers. 


stores and stores the interior have much 


larger assortment today than they had two three 


ago. But despite the fact that there are more goods, wider 
selection, more beautiful shop windows, and that purchas- 


ing power has increased slightly, the citizens are not sati 


fied. Shortcomings and weaknesses the distribution system 
are such that the highest State and Party officials can 


longer avoid dealing with them.” (Tanyug correspondent 
Sofia, Velimir Budmir, Politika July 29, 
1960. 
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Facts and Figures 


Plan Reports 


were also indication 


percent, ro 


in the second 
rapid progress occurred In 
metal processing, 
and porcelain industries. Employme 
increased 
“continued to increas« 


was also critical. “Our 


ereater if the managet 
not tolerate several weaknesses 
of which 470 enterprises did not fulfill 
Most serious was the lag nonferrous 


metal production. Several enterprises, including machine- 


building plants, did not meet their delivery obligations, thus 


nonfulfi]] nt it 
iw noniulihiiment in r sectors 


causin 


Retail trade failed 
meet its target, fulfilling the plan only 97.4 percent 
major difficulty, however, was the lag capital in- 
vestment which met only 76.1 percent its target for 
Several 


projects were not commissioned on time, resulting in serious 


six-month period. industrial and other 


bottlenecks nonferrous metallurgy, 


building materials and the food industry. 


Greater success was Claimed for the rural sector. Early 
harvests were said to have been good in almost all crops, 


was an increase in the number of livestock a 
has been steadily on the decline for several 
see East Europe, March, 48). During the period, 


tractors (counted the basis each), 1,575 


nervy were put into service 


was extended to 5.200 hectares 


July 23. 


Hungary 


Industrial output the first six months 


) percent nore than in the corresponding period 


year, ¢ xceeding the plan by about 4 percent Net -avad 
July 17. 


was said have produced percent more than 


first half 1959, and the output the food industry 


about percent. The most dynamic industries were 
machine-building, chemicals and clothing. While most 
the important items for which figures were published had 


surpassed the planned targets, the production ele 


power and the output tractors were considerably 


schedule. percent increase labor productivity was 


said have accounted for more than half the additional 
output, and a 7 percent increase in employme nt provided 


the other percent. Total earnings the population 
increased percent, primarily because the expansion 


the labor force; average money wages increased only 


Retail trade 


plan for foreign trade 


percent industry and percent building. 
expanded by about 14 percent. 
Was exceeded by about 5 percent with imports increasing 
percent and exports only percent compared with 
the first half 1959. 

agriculture, however, the regime claimed success only 
its campaign for the “Socialist transformation the 
During the six-month period, the 
agriculture grew from 57.3 percent the coun- 
arable land 74.3 percent, and membership col- 
June 30, 
there were collective farms with 880,000 members 


lective farms increased 
Production made less impressive record. The harvest 


bread grains was expected somewhat below last 


year’s mark, although the prospects for corn 
to be favorable. Livestock had decreased. In the March 
census, the number pigs was percent lower than 
the corresponding period last year, and cattle 1.7 percent 
lower. According Food Minister Imre Kovacs, livestock 


Eastern Europe show that the industrial speedup that and irrigation 
egal YoY is continuing The reports were generally Dotnichest Delo 
although they admitted lags 
some sectors. There that certain 
Chnronid ( iffic ulties ol the ( ommunist economies particu- 
compared with the same period 1959. This was said 
Since the annual target for 1960 15.2 
A rubber. @lass tside 
( agricultut abor 
roductivity 
would have been 
terprises did 
Wor} «a» al res ilt 
their 
ana tn 
sectol 
vears 
92 


breeding lagging even the household plots and 


private farms, because fodder shortages and 
phere resulting from collectivization. 
abadsag, July 


Czechoslovakia 


gross industrial output during the 


half 1960 was 11.8 percent higher than 


period last The plan was overfulfilled 1.5 


according CTK, the official news service, August 


production led the field with percent 


Creast followed by machine-building with lo percent an 


output Ol 


iInaqcustrial goods increased by the follow ng percentages 


building materials with 15 percent. Phe 


coal 6.4, brown coal 


5. electric powe! 12. pig iro 
10.5, metallurgical equipment 39.5, found 


25.7, 22.2, passenger cars 14.7, television sets 29.9, 
leather shoes 16.5, cotton fabrics +.6, 
lard 10.2. 


Not evervthing ran smoothly industry, however. Ac- 


ording Rude July 26, the State Plan- 
ning found that the plan for the assortment 


nt ol 


not been fulfilled, with the most serious discrep- 
ancies The machine-building industry 
not provided quantity the right kinds 


investment goods, and consequently investment 


i annual p 


industry was said generally 
was little information agriculture, which has 


wen Stagnating vears. Harvest work 


as pre - 
ceeded slowly, for lack of ““diligent agitation and political 
work.” Although the harvest was expec ted to be better than 
last bad weather was threatening some 


le Crops 


uation livestock breeding was mixture 


cess and failure. July there were 58,000 more cat 
and 419,000 more pigs than 1959, but the number 
cows had dropped by 37.000 and sheep by 93.000. Ac- 
cording Radio Prague, August the farms were behind 
their deliveries the State million liters 


100 million units eggs and 10,000 tons pork 


ol 


volume foreign trade increased 17.6 percent, 
the growth being greater with the West 


percent) than 
with the “Socialist camp” 


However, trade 
with the camp still exceeds percent 
total foreign trade. 


East Germany 


Party daily Neues Deutschland July 26, reported 
that industrial production was 12.9 percent 
corresponding period 1959, but added that the plan 
had not been fulfilled. Couching its criticism general 
terms, the report said that there were certain 


the production several enterprises,” and ascribed 


these complications the supply raw materials and 
shortage imports. lag the production spare 


parts was hindering the development “Socialist agricul- 


and the poor quality certain consumer goods was 


riticized 


i the confidence « the pr 
East German products. 


More serious 


> 


or, which has recently 


ry i -lire Cali} 
vegetables was short, particularly East Berlin; and cer- 
tain rural areas were said lacking fre vegeta 
the height the season. Referring the lag harves 
Veue Deut chland admitted on July 25 that collectiviza- 
ion itself was only the beginning Socialized agri 
the most important task, the organization 
oO! still les ahead. Li al Part I ries 
ed tor tailing to teach il s oO 
Poland 
though several ied 
uthorities Total industrial output ros ) 9.9 
ver the level achieved in the first six 1 S 
verfulfilling the plan 2.4 percent. 
han the national average, expanding 
reent re spectively In the consumer sector, light industry 
ndustry expanded 7.6 percent. Labor 
said to have increased by 11.2 percent 
Basic industrial products which ove ad their targets 
included the following (percentage increases over the first 
nite, crude oil natural gas coke 
teel ingots (7.1), rolled goods machinery 
sulfuric acid (6.7), nitrogenous fertilizers 
phosphorous fertilizers 11.6), pharmaceuucal products 
meat for slaughter (minus 6.5 However, the re- 


port enumerated some key items where the plan was not 


fulfilled, although several these products had achieved 


substantial increases output. few the 


items were 
iron (3.2). agricultural machinery double axled 
tractors (37.3), trucks (35.5), bricks ocean vessels 


radio sets (minus 
main explanation given for the shortfall some 


products was the lag capital investment. The outlay 


funds amounted 31.1 billion the Socialized econ- 


omy, 5.9 percent more than the corresponding peri 


a 


1959; but some sectors plans were not carried out, 


ects 
were not concluded time. Another difficulty stemmed 


from the regime’s tight policy employment and wages 


with the result that several important 


the construction enterprises, employment was 


cent below the level the first half 1959: 


the fact that labor productivity these enterprises grew 
10.4 percent, the smaller labor force had adverse affect 
industrial construction. Average employment 
economy whole was percent below the 
corresponding period 1959, and gross money wages 


creased only percent. 


rolling equipment 76.7, agricultural machinery 


weekly Zycte 
July 24, noted that the meat problem—which became such 
issue the latter half 1959—still the 
weakest link the market balance.” Although meat prices 


were raised percent last fall, demand did not drop 


| he e onomi 


Warsaw 


and the same time the supply meat 
the market was percent below the first half 1959. 
The attempt shift consumer purchases from meat 
industrial goods, reducing prices such items textiles 
proved little help. Meat re- 
mained short, while the stores were full unsold industrial 
products. The economic weekly recommended 
reduced purchasing power the population, brought about 
financial measures the first half this year, 


and consumer durables, 


maintained until such time the situation agriculture 
improved 


Agriculture 


Aside from the meat shortage, progress agriculture 
was more favorable than had been expected. compara- 


tively good harvest was predicted despite unfavorable 


weather conditions. Preliminary data from the June live- 
stock census showed percent increase the number 
cattle and percent increase the number 


pigs; but the number cows and sheep had dropped 


During the first half the year, 3,900 tractors were sup- 
plied the countryside, percent more than the 
same period last year, bringing the total number now op- 
erating 62,300. The consumption chemical fertilizers 
used for 1960 crops increased over percent. 
Ludu July 21. 


Trybuna 


Foreign Trade Problems Mount 


Difficulties balancing exports with imports, which 
have beset Poland since 1956, continued mount during 
the first half this year. While imports climbed 12.4 
percent, reaching value $739 million during 
riod, exports increased only 9.3 percent and failed 
the import bill $155 million. (The deficit 1959 was 
$255 million, which exceeded even the crisis year 1957 
One the biggest problems the growing need for im- 
ported grains, which expected reach annual aver- 
age million tons the 1961-65 period. Grain imports 
1959 alone cost the country $112 million foreign cur- 
rency. the same time, lower prices and fewer markets 
for coal, traditionally Poland’s principal export, 
duced this commodity’s share total exports from 
percent 1955 about percent. The resulting loss 
foreign currency 1959 was estimated $162.5 million. 
Polityka July 16.) 


recent short story Soviet author 
entitled New Tale” (reprinted 
East April issue) created worldwide controversy 
its meaning. The symbols and images the story 
were capable many interpretations. The Hungarian 
literary monthly, Nagyvilag, which also published the 


story, undertook its July issue explain what the 
author was say: 


tone, formulation and style the short story are 
unusual Soviet literature, least unprecedented 
since similar attempts the 1920s and 1930s. illus- 
trates realistic problems with surrealistic techniques, 
projects the relationships true life into the world 
fancy, and denotes our categories and concepts 
means symbols. 

interesting subject and the strange style aroused 
great interest, not only Hungary. The Soviet 
story was immediately published the Polish periodical 
Nowa Kultura and reviewed lengthy article the 
Czechoslovak periodical Literarni Noviny. 


“The many symbols and the over-complex treatment 
the protagonist mobilized whole series 
interpreters the West. The New York Times, Observer 


DUDINTSEV’S 


MESSAGE 


and Dagens Nyheter all commented it, 
and each journalist, outbidding the others, tried draw 
political meanings from the work. 

“Part the Soviet press also expressed wish for 
clearer, simpler and less ambiguous construction 
“story for grownups.” was felt that be- 
cause these shortcomings number incompre- 
hensible questions might arise the minds the 
readers.’ However, Soviet critics had doubt the 
message and the effect the story: ‘The pathos 
creation and the pathos scientific renewal, bringing 
happiness the people, are the meaning New 
Gazeta. 

the question [one reader: shows 
the ineffective intelligentsia, vegetating among its im- 
mense scientific opportunities, the act awakening 
its true task, and presents one the important forces 
this awakening and one the exciting problems 
modern literature and thought—i.e., time—in the figure 
owl. 


. 


Trading with Moscow 


Are the Satellites exploited their day-to-day commerce with the 
USSR? One scholar’s investigations show that the Soviet traders give 
better deal the countries Western Europe than their political 


HAS BEEN WRITTEN about the economic depend- 
ence the Satellites upon the Soviet Union, and the 
ways which the East European countries have been 
forced adjust their national policies the interests 
Moscow. Communist propagandists insist that there 
conflict interest between the countries the Soviet bloc 
and that economic decisions are reached the basis 
“fraternal cooperation” and “mutual aid.” They also con- 
tend that trade among the Communist countries not sub- 
ject the and that said 
characterize trade among capitalist countries. 

recent investigation Western scholar concludes 
that, whatever may said the underlying policies, the 
Satellites pay more for goods they buy from the USSR 
than the non-Communist countries Western Europe. 
also infers that the prices received the Satellites for 
the goods they sell the Soviet Union are lower than the 
prices received Western European exporters. ‘The study, 
made Mr. Horst Mendershausen the RAND Corpora- 
tion, based Soviet foreign trade statistics for the years 
1955-1958.* statistics, which the Russians began 
publish 1958 after years secrecy, give the quantities 
and ruble values exports and imports for all countries 
commodity. Mr. Mendershausen was able compare the 
unit values items exported the USSR the 
Satellites and the Western European countries. 
comprised percent total Soviet exports the 
Satellites the years 1955-1958, and percent 
total exports the Western European countries. found 
that for each the years covered, “the average unit values 


Soviet exports the Satellites exceeded those Soviet 
exports Free Europe.” 


Terms Sovict-Satellite Trade: Broadened Analysis,” 
The Review Economic Statistics, Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, May 1960. 


colleagues Eastern Europe. 


1958, according his calculations, the Satellites paid 


percent more for the commodities under omparison than 
they would have paid they had bought them the prices 
obtained the Western European countries. 1955 the 
relative overpayment had been percent. The difference 
had decreased 1956 (when was percent) and 
1957 percent). The worsening Satellite-Soviet terms 
trade 1958 was mainly the result, thinks, the 


peculiar way which prices are determined Soviet bloc 
trading. 


MARKET PRICES” 


The State-run economies the Soviet bloc operate 

system arbitrary prices which bear little relation 
the real costs production. There mutual standard 
value govern the exchange Czechoslovak machine 
tools, Polish textiles, Bulgarian vegetables and Soviet iron 
ore. Since the factory prices each Communist country 
are meaningless for the purposes international exchange, 
the Soviet bloc traders have been forced use the prices 
the “world the prices prevailing trade 
between the non-Communist countries. This means, 
practice, that Soviet bloc trade conducted terms 
world market prices for the preceding year, and tends 
lag behind the changing world situation. From 1955 
1957 this arrangement apparently worked the advantage 
the Satellites, insofar the world market prices for the 
goods they purchased from the USSR were rising; 1958, 
the other hand, the Satellites were unable take ad- 
vantage falling prices the world market that year 
Continued page 33) 

The Satellites were: Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany, Hungary, Poland and Romania. The “Free Europe” 
countries included: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, England, Finland, 


France, Greece, Holland, Italy, Norway, Spain, Sweden, West Ger- 
many and Yugoslavia 


Men the News 


New Commander the 


Pact Forces 


West of Soviet Marshal Andre 
the Warsaw Pact 
forces whi are Moscow’s count rpart ol NATO in 


1 
e new nliltary Cl 


Eastern Europe. most recent appearance 
public was the time the U-2 affair, when 
Premier Khrus called him before the Supreme Soviet 

y with ther high officials to describe and denoun 

Grechko First Deputy Defense Minister the So- 
His ession the highly responsible War- 
Pact post based the usual constellation tech- 
political lovalty. combat officer during 
ors. including the highest military award, 
hich received 1958 for his 
war has been associated with Nikita Khrush- 


the main junctures Khrushchev’s drive collect 


the strands political power 


Grechko appears to | ypical of the second or post- 


Bolshevik generation Soviet Communist career men 
Khrushchev himself apart—the 


smooth, featureless, mono- 


whose personal lives idiosyncrasies 
ter public record—is known. Born small village 
Rostov oblast, probably 1903, joined the Red 
Army boy 16. became Party member 1928. 


was later sent Frunze Military Academy, the gen- 
1935. 


Soviet-Finnish war 


vl aduate d about 


. 
served as an infantry officer in the 


Marshal Andrei Grechko 


Svobodne Slovo (Prague 


August 7, 1960 


the First 
with Khrushchev, then political prob- 
1944 and 1945, Grechko 


led the First Guards Army series decisive breaks 


forces o1 
l krainian Front, and it was here that his asso- 


ibly began Late in the 


through the enemy lines, driving the German forces back 


Czechoslovakia 


across the Carpathians 


Shortly after the war, Grechko was appointed 
the 
who was then First Secretary the 
Ukraine. 

In 1955. 


military district, a political stronghold of 
Parts 
Im the 
Grechko was shifted East Germany where, 
commander Soviet occupation forces, directed the 
suppression the June 1953 His transfer East 


Germany this time was apparently linked the 


Soviet secret police chief Lavrenti whose elimina- 
tion was the first step rise suprem 
powell 

Grechko was promoted from the rank 
Marshal 
candidate member the Central Committee the 20th 
November 1957, im- 


Marshal Georgi 


the Soviet Union 1955. was elected 
Party Congress, in February 1956. 
after 
Grechko 


mediately 
Zhukov, 
Moscow and appointed commander Soviet land forces 
and First Deputy Defense Minister. 

Warsaw Pact commander-in-chief, Grechko succeeds 


Soviet Marshal Ivan who, according the official 


requested to be relieved 
because poor health. Konev had held the post since 
embracing the Soviet Union and the seven Commu- 
nist-controlled European Satellites, was drawn 
treaty “mutual defense and cooperation” May 1955 


Warsaw Pact organization was devised the Commu- 


Pics i= 
J 
the death Stalin 
139.40 


nist counter NATO, spec ifically the face the NATO 
decision 1955 rearm West Germany. Internally, among 
the member states the USSR, Poland, Romania, Bul- 
garia,, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Albania and East Ger- 
many, formalized already existing military arrangements 
and provided basis for the retention and extension 
Soviet troops and bases in Eastern Europe, which would 
otherwise have had legal justification after the signing 


the Austrian Treaty. Like NATO, the Warsaw Pact 


Trapine with Moscow (continued from page 


were buying goods from the Soviets 
tively disadvantage than importers Western 
Europe 

In ill ol these vears, despite variations from one year to 
another, the Satellite traders seem have operated 
disadvantage compared those Western Europe. ‘The 
evidence compelling the case Soviet exports, where 
Mr. Mendershausen’s data cover from percent 
the total volume traded. For Soviet imports was able 


make comparisons covering only percent the 
total volume, but these limited data indicate that the Satel- 
lites were paid considerably less for the goods they shipped 
eastward than were the Western traders. 

extent the price discrimination seems vary 
among the Satellites. Over the four vears studied, Albania 
and Hungary had relatively greater disadvantage 
purchases from the USSR (compared Western traders 
than did the Satellites whole, while Poland and East 
Germany tended have less. But these comparisons also 
reflect differences the composition of Soviet exports to 
individual Satellites, and general conclusion 
drawn as to the relative bargaining powel of the Satellites. 

When the analysis was applied Soviet trade with Fin- 
land and Egypt, countrie s which have long-term trade com- 
mitments with the Soviet Union but are not part the 
Soviet bloc, Mr. Mendershausen found that they did better 
han the Satellites on the whole, but not as well as Western 
Europe 


Soviet trade are not simply result the rigid use 


“world market prices,” but reflect the relative bargain- 
ing power the trading countries. Finland and Egypt are 
not as free to bargain with the Soviets as are the countries 
Western Europe, but they are not politically dependent 
are the Satellites. 


suggests that the price discriminations 


organization essentially Dut not only a military 


alllan 
also provides organizational framework for joint action 
social, political and economic fields. 
Marshal Grechko now conspicuous figure 


second rank the Soviet oligarchy. 
probably first line succeed Malinovsky the post 


Soviet Defense Minister, but his future career, 
past, will obviously contingent that 


Mr. Menders- 


ol discrimination, 


hausen also found that the prices offered Moscow 
the Satellites vary 


considerably from country 


notes, the opservec 


facts depart radically from the official thesis set forth 


the basic politi 


litical economy : 


‘Commodity prices the world market the 

Bloc countries are fixed through 

agreement betw partners enjoying equal rights, 
with interests observed. This excludes 

kind discrimination non-equivalence exchang 

o 1 ed \ Mos 958 pp »H0-bHb 1 


FEWER THAN HALF BELIEVE 


Opinion pollsters Poland recently asked the public 
what thought the economic information published 
the Polish press and radio. The results the poll 
appeared the economic weekly Zycie Gospodarcze 
(Warsaw), July 17, which commented that they “must 
considered unfavorable.’ 


Evaluation the Information Press Radio 
Mostly true 43% 47% 
Mostly untrue 23% 18% 
opinion 32% 33% 
reply 


} 


The Dossier 


Rozewicz has made his name one the 


play, NHOWEVET, 


Theater March. 


; haracte? 


wna 
1 unde fined ace, 


“The hero” of the play isa 
occupation and Our 
the hero and is replaced by others 


who, mn turn, are the heroes. 


** he of te n ceases t be 
Many characters have 
mall parts the story, and those who might play the lead- 
ing parts often aren’t given chance speak, have 
very little say. The locale remains always the same. The 
age set the same. will suffice just move chair 
occasionally. The time? realistic contemporary play 
The chair real. All objects and furniture are real 
ordinary, average 
Two chairs. sink, etc. 
Two doors open 
room. The bed 


room does not 
Lights not 


though somewhat larger than normal. 
bookshelf. 
high bed. The room has windows. 
each other across the 
against the wall. The the 
change. It ts the stror harsh light of day. 


»O even when the tory is over, The curtain does not fall. 


interrupted? For an hour, 


tithe ace 


Perhaps the tale has only been 

One more remark. The actors wear their everyday, or- 
dinary clothes. They must not dressed costumes 
colorful bits of garments, or ¢ ther uch accessories The 


form here is of no tmportance whatsoever. The less color 


and fewer deliberate effects, the better. If due to a short- 
actors) the same persons play two three char- 
acters hey might wear faise mustaches, giasses, wigs, etc. 


They need not change their clothes nor their voices; even 


better they use natural all the scenes. Various 


peo pte pa fAurriedly or stroll slowl) through the open 

Bits their conversation may heard occasion- 


turns with notable success moral and political satire. 


published the February issue Dialog 


utstanding 


A 


Tadeusz 


Polish 


younger poets. In this 
“The 


This Enelish translation Barbara Vedder 


ally. Sometimes they just stand around, reading ‘pa- 
This gives the impression street going through 
the hero’s room. Some listen for mo- 
ment what being said inside. Occasionally they speak 


few words. They walk on. The action continues from 


beginning end without interruption. 


HERO (sprawled the bed, with arms crossed under 
his head. stretches out one arm, looks it) 
move hand. hand. (He his 
fingers. hand alive and obedient. will 


hand. 
fl neers 
anything that may cross mind. 
Falls aslee p, pe rhaps. } 

The hero’s parents enter. They are 
looks at his watch.) 


upset. 


The father 
Take your hands out from under the covers. 


MOTHER: 
naughty and bad for your health. 


rotting bed. Get up, boy! 


MOTHER: Forty years old and still only administra- 


tive director light opera. 


FATHER: sure he’s playing with himself under 


those covers. 


MOTHER: Don’t There’s someone else under- 
neath the blanket. think it’s woman. 


FATHER: out your mind! seven year old 
boy? Yesterday stole zloty from beat the 


daylights out him! And eats the sugar the sugar- 
bowl. 


THE MOTHER: Yes, but has college degree! And gives 


lectures. 


THE FATHER: stole asked, “Daddy, 
please give zloty, would like buy something,” 


MOTHER: Notso he’s sleeping. 
FATHER: Who did ever take after? 


CHORUS OLD MEN enters. There are three 
them. Dressed wrinkled, worn suits. One wears hat. 
They seat themselves along the wall folding stools, which 
they carry with them. The oldsters have awkward move- 
ments. But they speak their lines very clearly, with vibrat- 
ing, youthful voices. They exhibit unnecessary factal 
expressions. The chorus take advantage the breaks 


action—they give advice, warning, encouragement.) 
CHORUS OF OLD MEN: 


yet infant crushed the serpent’s brow 
youth will choke the centaur’s breath 
Snatch victims forth from hell below, 

And win heaven’s laurels after death! 


FATHER (leans over the bed. takes the hero’s ear 
between his two fingers, pulls): Stop pretending 
asleep. Get when your father speaks you! 


THE HERO: Halt! Halt! Who goes there? Stop, 
shoot. Halt! 


MOTHER: talking his sleep. Oh, what has this 
terrible war done us. 


FATHER: want talk you, you bum. 

HERO (sitting bed): listening. 

FATHER: Why did you eat the sugar the 
rHE HERO: Wladek did it! 


THE FATHER: Don’t lie to me, tell me exactly how it hap- 
pened : 


HERO: Something made me, daddy. Some devil, 


FATHER: you had said me: give 


some 


HERO: You were picking your nose, daddy, and 
thought 


FATHER: You brat! ever become you? God 
knows. 


MOTHER: How can you talk like that, your own 
father don’t recognize you, child. 


VOICE UNDER THE BLANKET: It’s time for the 
conference, boss. 


THE HERO: After thirty years I’ve finally understood the 
extent guilt. Daddy! Mummy! Yes, was who 
ate the sausage Good Friday, April fifteenth the 
year 1926. ashamed. had made plan eat that 
Sausage quite some time before, together with Jas and 


Pawelek. base action, dear daddy, cannot justified 
ate the sausage through gluttony. was not hungry. 
Thanks your care, daddy, always had plenty eat 
child. And you often gave money for candy. Still, 
transgressed. 


THE MOTHER: But your father’s asking about the sugar, 
not the sausage! 


HERO: Mother! Don’t come defense. Condemn 
your son. ate both the sugar and the sausage. remem- 
ber, around three twenty-five started eating the sausage. 
ate the most. And also, our dear granny, done away with 


THE MOTHER: But granny died natural... 


HERO: poor, poor parents! produced 
monster. For ten years, with premeditation, been 
putting arsenic granny’s cookies. Then, how well re- 
member, there were the terrible games with matches. 
revolts now think that had also planned away 
with 


THE FATHER: How nice! 


VOICE UNDER THE BLANKET: It’s time for the 
conference, sir. 


These ideas and plans hatched inside little 
head when turned five. can still remember the five little 
candles burning brightly the pretty birthday cake 


VOICE UNDER THE BLANKET (urgently): Sir! It’s 


time go! 


VOICE UNDER THE BLANKET: You must 
THE HERO: You see. dear ones, I have a conference to 
attend. 


The father looks his watch. The parents exit. 
VOICE UNDER THE BLANKET: The conference 


start for two hours, but you must prepare. will 


prepare you for everything, right now. 


CHORUS OLD Rock-a-bye baby 
the tree top. 
When the wind blows 
cradle will rock 
The hero falls asleep. awakened gun shot 
The sound ough 


audience.) 


oht to De tremendous, so as to startle the 


THE HERO: Idiots... War again? 


VOICE UNDER THE BLANKET: No, sir, the Princ- 
ess Monaco has just been delivered octuplets. this 
connection our entire fatherland making merry, organiz- 


ing baby-jamborees and festivals. From Tatra Mountain 
tops the blue Balltic. 


HERO: But why here? The princess lives Monaco! 


VOICE UNDER THE BLANKET: immaterial. 
hundred our young activists, celebrate the occa- 
sion, are preparing baby-scooter expedition the Congo 
Others have made vows premarital abstinence. 


4 
Pe Qn 
35 
ys 


ence Idiots fools. 
lice hieves, criminals, pederasts, astro- 
its sport-fiends, moralists, critics 
I'm lving bed Ly ng in bed Che 
sses governments and the bosses rmies have given 
permission lie bed and look the ceiling. The 
ceiling. Beautiful. white Dear bosses! One 
I Vi i peacetul Sunday 
Olva She a dark w~woman.? 
7 ] \ fu 
LGA ssing na a you 
) 
HERO: calling vou 
It’s been fifteen vears 
I word trom v« 
HERO: Yes 
You didn't vour address 
I< an t have aaress 
You said ve vel out te ( rettes 
HERO: bought 
\ You were i) vears What nave you pee! 


W Aart 


you? Explain vourself, say 


I'll tell vou a yoke about an ol 


LGA: You've 


failed 


IE HERO ( yawn I don't feel like talkin 

HORUS OLD MEN (each old himself): 

I ike talking And who does he think will do his 
+ } ! 
talk Listen t I 
OLGA her foot. ai vards the old fers): Shut 
Not even one word explanation Nothing 


HERO: Dear God! How can ever accomplish any- 


You caressed breasts, ptec 


snake, vou seduced me with vour pretty talk. 

HERO: Pretty talk? 

OLGA: You said would have little house with 
lovely garden, two little ones, a boy and a girl ee 
world was about end, and vou were lving. You ruined 

rHE HERO: The world did not end. survived. can’t 


tell you, Olga, how happy able lie bed. 


The be 


lie bed, trim fingernails, listen music. 


gave this Sunday all myself. Perhaps you would 


like join bed? can have talk. 
ticket 


shall never forgive vou. 


OLGA: see an operetta, 


She 


turns to go. 


t, reads aloud.) “Bot- 


HERO: Leave the here. 


opens the paper, 


pape 
tles must thoroughly washed before they are filled with 
beer. The 


the bottles are clean, with the result that not impossible 


newspaper way out. 


lances througni 
pourers often not trouble check whether 
find ‘foreign matter’ the filled bottles. Drowned flies 
even appear the beer. 


I 
1 


had alreac 


our previous article beer 
pointed out the truly barbaric attitude 
toward this drink. 


beer trade presents un- 


equalled opportunities for swindle. How, for example, can 


100 liter barrel made into 120 liter barrel?” 


CHORUS OLD MEN: Very simply. 

HERO: hents ordering beer in mugs are served i 
enerous portion foam. Instead full mug, the client 
ets only half one-third full The 
becomes more powerful, vibrating with patho ‘True, 
should have a so-called head The point is, however, that 
the contents mug must meet certain official require- 


ment. Thus, all mugs glasses should marked. 


should each bear marker indicating 250 500 cubic 


and vTrcas 


inside many mug lined with 


number one that golden 


liquid beer market exhibits unforgivable lack 
responsibility must end. The guilty must 
ished 

ld mer the cl ru er ab il the 
OLD MAN (putting his hand, like ear-trumpet, his 
ear What's he talking about? 
OLD MAN Beer! 
OLD MAN Are there any hints about the authorities, 
symbols, allegories: our hero 
fanatic? 
OLD talking about beer! 
OLD MAN There must something behind it! 
OLD MAN says there are flies the 
OLD Flies? already something 
OLD MAN Rubbish! him beer means beer, fly 


simply fly. Nothing more. 


OLD MAN Mercy, he’s not much hero. He’s mere 


nothing. Whatever became the old-time braves, 
spirits, crusaders, prophets? dead fly “short beer!” 
Not even large beer, but going on? 


OLD MAN (grinning show match 


our great times. 


OLD MAN The times may great, but the people are 


little the small side. 


OLD MAN Dead flies short beer? There must 


joke! time like this? This dreadful. 
HE HERO: ] would like some tea. 
LGA? Tea, at a time like this. when I demand an account oe 


The 


ulter ile nce. 


heads 
bird starts 


long hair, 


old men shake 
There this silence 

After old 
wearing old hat, enters the room. 


something behind it! 


unison. 


one minute man 


HERO: Uncle dear! 


way stopped here, “he descended into hell, 


was his And with you, Stas? 


since it 


HERO: Not much, not much, dear uncle! Long time 
see. dear uncle. (The hero sits the 
bed, puts his Your feet must tired, uncle. 

fter all, it’s about hundred kilometers. Please seated, 


dear uncle. good that came. give you some 
water soak your and make you some tea. Please 
stretch out, uncle. You know, dear uncle, you should soak 


feet, uncle. hero takes wash-pan from under 


The 


ithe Ded, fuis U it ith water 


Hi pours real water into a real 


wash-pan, from a real water prt her. I mention this in 
order emphasize the realism the story.) Please uncle, 
will dear uncle Right away, uncle The hero 


nee ds. 


to uncle de: 


ncle 


uncle! 


TUSILE a rund happily, fending to hit uncle 


uncle’s for 


uncie 
with uncle. . 
reception! 
sock 


with vou, Wladziu? 


Thank vou, 


takes off his 


a good boy. my child, for 


71 hie incle 


soaks hi ee in the 


rHE UNCLE: 


valoshe , a? d 
And 


rHe HERO: Well, you see dear uncle, was going writ 


vou, but Zosia said vou were sick, thought, dear un- 


cle, that you had died. (He puts his arm around the uncle’ 


rg 


shoulders. I'm so happy to see you, une le. You have no 
idea. How are you, dear uncle? 

UNCLE: One plugs along. Why happy see me? 
rHE HERO: You are real, uncle! Your hat real. (He 
takes off the uncle’s hat.) Your mustache real, your feet 


are real, your trousers are real, your heart real, and your 


feelings and thoughts are real. whole real uncle. Even 


your little galoshes are real, and your buttons, and words. 


Real words! (The hero speaks with increasing feeling and 
ex fement 
And with you, How are vou? 


What have vou been doing? 


Well, vou see 
| applauded, | hollered. 


HERO: dear uncle It’s useless 


speak of 
THE 


What you mean, 


THE 


NCLE: Everyone applauded. 


What 


cerned about myself. applauded. 


THE HERO: 


care about evervone? con- 


UNCLE: childish, Piotrus 


Pic asso also ap- 


plauded 


rHE HERO: Uncle... 
UNCLE: What, Kaziu? 
HERO: know that many applauded, but al- 


ready torgotten. Now they are interested sport cars, 


they amuse themselves at masked 


palms together and that other applause continues ap- 


but still touc! 


Dalls, 


I'm 


applause 


plaud within me. Sometimes such tremendous 


night. Applause, dear uncle, There 


Chorus Old Men applauds for 
minute 

UNCLI You have sensitive conscience. 
Vou 

rHE HERO: filled with sadness, uncle You know, 
when was small boy, used play horse would 
change into horse, and with mane flying the 
would gallop through the backyard and the streets. But 
now, deat une le, | cannot change into a human being. 


although 


dig some potatoes out the ground and bake them for 
you Potatoes have vray, rough peels. Insidk they ar 
white, mealy and hot. wish could have, before 


apple tree with little branches, leaves, blossoms, apples 


appl 


laver wax, one 


been since sat the shade 


may 


covered with thin, transparent 


leave fingerprints it. the morning apples hang fron 


tree branches the orchard. They wait for the touch 
hand. Like girls 

UNCLI his feet with the blanket. put 

his shoes, galoshes, slides the wash-pan under the bed 


Dzidek! guess I'll going. God with vou! 


stlent. retches the bed, shut 
| nh oo id] dA na? f ? 
n eleca aale-aced entlema enters 
a lf UTS H flair is perfectly ¢ ymbed, SLICK, wted wu 
middle. One that trimmed from the insid 
r 
He walks, on a drs, around the entire room Hi niff 
a the fable legs, the chatr, ances unde? the OGG. « H 
hy to speal j nout toward the her 


rHE MAN WITH THE PART: 


Who is he. 


sir, are 


you know who am? 
No, 
to me like this. I didn't 
suffering. The hero stirs. sniff 


The slic mar Ps speakin 


are you: what he? got pride. 


too small to speak 


the 


HERO: smell stranger. 


smell 
here? 


The man with the 


polish, fart and 


part arranges his hair and his tie.) Oh, it’s you Bobi. 
fat man 1? classes walks by. He is reading a newspa pe 

Then looks around and calls the man with the part 


FAT MAN: Bobi, heel! 


snout on the fat mar le 0 
FAT MAN: Lie down, Bobi The man with the part 
do n. 

FAT MAN: Play dead! The man with the par I 7) lead 
Th fat ta ut f 

fa es, (ane a bone ou oO Hw pocke ana 
throws under the table. The man with the part retrieve 


the bone. 


FAT MAN: Sit up, Bobi, on. 


up nicely He COCKS hts head to her nt, then to 


I 


FAT MAN (puts out his hand Give your paw, Bobi! 


The man with the part puts out his left hand. The fat 


FAT MAN: The right one The man with the part corrects 


himsel Puts out his right hand 


FAT MAN 


speaking the Well trained, isn’t he? 


rHE HERO us upir bed I don’t know. 


FAT MAN: him suffers, tell him 
jumps, and can even read and write. won 
medal at a dog show in Paris. He is intelligent, well be- 
haved. Good behavior is easy to teach. All it requires is 
a little know-how and patience In work with dogs there 
are four important elements: his passion for hunting, the 
wind, correct trailing, and intelligence. Bobi has correct 
trailing, and can smell the wind. you 


want him? 
rHE HERO: have money. Does bite? 


FAT MAN laughing He hasn't got any teeth, only a 


tongue 
HERO: give you socks for him. 


FAT MAN: 
hands them the fat man. The fat man puts them his 


newspaper. has forgotten 


pocket and leaves readin 


about Bobi 

rHE HERO (puts out his hand, pats the man with the part 
the head, disarranging his hair falls straight down 
his forehead): drink 

MAN WITH THE (still down his hands and 


knees): Demi-tasse with cognac 


rHE HERO: You drank black coffee during the past “era,” 
and what? Better have drink water. (He pulls the 


fo,]] 


ull wash-pan from under the bed. 


i 


common man has soaked his feet. Drink it. It's medicine 


this water honest, 
for such vou. For such we....I man 
with the part sticks out his tongue dog-fashion, and about 


o Start drinking from the vash-pan.) 


rHE HERO (laughing): Enough. obedient. But 
don't be a fool. Sit down. Let's make some coffee. True, ] 
have coffee, cups, money, but what are surrealism, 
metaphysics and the poetry dreams for? (He calls.) Two 
large coffees! waitress enters the room. She wearing 
an apron, a white cap, etc. She places a silver tray on the 


table and asks: “Shall undress? 


rHE HERO: That won't necessary. loathe burlesque. 

The waitress rushes out. 

CHORUS OF OLD MEN: 
Tropic 
trivia 
triplet 
trombone 
tryst 
tremor 
training 


So 


The hero and the man with the part sip their coffees pen- 
swely. Then they stop sipping and carefully examine their 
hands. They show them each other. The right, then the 
left. Very 


HERO (examining the hand the man with the part): 
Oh! little spot! black one. 


MAN WITH THE PART: Ink. 
HERO: Ink? can washed off with spit, then. 


MAN WITH THE PART: Oh! You have spot, too! 


Two spots! Two red spots! 
THE HERO: It’s blood. 


MAN WITH THE PART: Real blood? 


HERO: blood. 


MAN WITH THE PART: know the taste water, spit 
and ink. How does blood taste? 


HERO (takes pin and pricks the finger the man 
with the part, who then sucks drop blood! How 
did you get through the war? The German occupation? 
You didn’t taste blood? 


MAN WITH THE PART: Thanks wife. for 


wife, wife, with wife, wife 


wife under wife. 


rHE HERO: Get out! (The man with the part again falls 
all fours, reaches for the cup with his paw and drinks 
the few remaining sips coffee. Two well groomed, 
middle-aged ladies came in. They carry animated 
conversation, interrupted bursts laughter.) 


LADY: him, me, you, she him, you know, he’s like 
that, and him himooooo. (She mooes, laughs. 
She looks around.) Oh, darling. Here you are. (The man 
with the part stands up.) husband. You see, dear. 
This friend, darling. (The man with the part kisses 
the other lady’s hand. Smiling, happy, departs with the 
ladies. The ladtes wear bright nail polish.) 


CHORUS OLD MEN: Cordiality, coronet, cosmetic, 
lation, marmalade, marble, martyrology. 


THE HERO searches the room. crawls under 
the bed, opens drawers. Examines every corner. The chorus 
old men exits. The hero alone. searches through 
his pockets, and finally finds thick rope. puts around 
his neck. looks around the room, tries find nail. 
Then opens the closet door and goes in. shuts the 
door behind him. The closet door shut. Only after some 
time does the door open again): You hang yourselves! 
little finger more precious than all you put to- 
gether. You would simply stretch out comfortably, fart into 
your easy chairs, and quite shocked the death 
young man. (The hero sits the bed. takes his lunch 
out paper bag and starts eating. fat woman enters 
the room.) 


FAT WOMAN: Shame you! peeping Tom such 
young age. 


THE HERO (stops eating): What are you doing here, 
madam? This private apartment. Who let you in? 


| 


Ha, ha, ha, ha. 


private apartment. 


FAT WOMAN: (She roars with laughter.) 


THE HERO: don’t know you, madam. 


FAT WOMAN: You spied when was bathing the 
river, Mr. Wacek! 


THE HERO: quarter century ago! Yes, remember. 
But now come out the river. Please continue 


your way, madam! busy. must read mail. 


FAT WOMAN: can wait. (She lowers herself into chatr, 


sits. She may knitting sweater. 


HERO (takes several envelopes from the table. 
opens pink envelope. reads loudly and cle arly): “John 
darling! 


deeply your 


thoughtfulness. 
Come me, can, with own little fingers, place 
between your lips the sweetest sweet from the box candy 
you sent me. Your Zosia.” (He opens the next envelope. 
Reads.) “Dear Zdzislaw! Most 


you and your exceedingly thoughtless actions have reached 


unwelcome news about 
ears. this how you repay all the pain, worry and ex- 
pense put into your upbringing and education? You 
have been seen the pool-hall picking fight with some 
common person; you stopped attending the university, all 
you care about gambling, fun and women. This what 
get old age! You better mend your ways, dear 
boy, for any more news this sort reaches me, will 
never see you again, and not only will disown you, but 
will forbid anyone mention that you are son. send 
you paternal blessings. May they give you strength 
the road betterment Your truly 
the hero crum ple the let- 
ter and puts his pocket. takes the next envelope. 
Reads “Dear 


fills with great joy. 


Your mother crving. 
wounded Father.” 
cousins, Your silver wedding anniversary 
years ago, find difficult believe that whole quarter 
century has gone since that moment when you made 
the vows share your lives the sacred name love 
Twenty-five years, flown like short moment. May you 
continue the bed roses, and live again through your 
children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
them the patriarchs the very principles which you have 
always honorably upheld yourselves. 


24, 1902. Your old friend, N.N.” 


(After reading the last letter, the hero puts his shoes 
and leaves the room. Presently the fat follows him. 
Nothing happens There could short 
5-10 minute intermission. The curtain can lowered 
not. After the intermission the hero enters. takes his 
lunch out paper bag and starts eating. The fat woman 
She looks around.) 


Warsaw, January 


stage. 


comes in 


FAT WOMAN: Shame you. Such young boy spying 
a woman. 


THE HERO 


stops eating): Who let you in, 


This 


madam? 
private apartment. 


FAT WOMAN (laughing): 


private apartment? private 
apartment!! 


FAT WOMAN: You spied when was bathing the 


river, Mr. Jurek. 
THE HERO: Ages Yes, remember. 
have come out the river, madam. 


see that you 


FAT WOMAN (sits down the chair): ran Zakopane 
after that bitch. 

Who? 
FAT WOMAN: 
everything, for 


rHE HERO: 


That’s the thanks got for 


husband. 
gave myself him 
pure the day was born. swear it, Mr. Dzidek. 


Why 


vulgar stories? 


THE HERO: you bother with 


FAT WOMAN: little sailor suit, 
Mr. Dzidek. You used come carrying little pitcher 
buy cream shop. hero stretches out the bed. 
Nou 


Yes, you used to visit my 


remember you your 


turns his rear the audience and the fat woman. 
she comes over to sit on the bed. 
shop, didn’t you. would see you dip your little finger 
the cream and lick 
Ages ago 
Well, what it? 


cream, spying women, and now turns his back me. 


THE HERO: 


FAT WOMAN: sweet? Finger 


THE HERO: You old cow, you side bacon, you barrel 
lard. remember. was July. The flame 
the setting sun reflected the water. 


dark trees. 


was fifteen. 
Red river, shaded 
You were white and fat. You were young, 
White as snow. 


Black trees hung over the 


fat wench. 
black water. 


Slowly you walked into the 
Tree trunks 
would have given half life, all 


life, the whole city, 


your breasts 


red from the sun. 
the whole world just touch 
Just put hand your thigh, your 
Venus. 


FAT WOMAN: 


mount ol 
what? 
Venus, 


You lowered into the 


HERO: The mount which rises the shade 


thighs, amid dark fuzz 


water. The water greedily swallowed your legs, belly, 


The Hero and the Fat Woman. 


Dialog (Warsaw), May 1960 


on. You offered 
» fancy suit 
i\ ( i l I 
I Ve 
\ Dut \ 1 saves 
And now 
] 
‘ ct a 4 
ive beer fire 
ree | vanted 
rie Odo] 


around 


pleats flaring 


en 

extend al 
sh aq you Care 
ropodic hormone ¢ 


WOMAN 


severe neaadaci 
} 
spells in the joints 
} 
toms aigestive disturba 
Cardiogram The doctor 
t 
stradiol might quit 
i 

1] t) +} 
equally ettective, though 
of aches in the belly and 


Wac recommect d 


hat known vou 


Yes, Mister Waclaw 


in tl 


Bi Sts Sts lwo doves, 
id | r having iooked at vour 
And now you 
nd ran awa\ That tool brute 
your vil noug money 
would have been music, 
( Ve mv Way vou 
Snare that cvnic imbecil 
lears are streaming down yout 
hangs from vour nose. You could 


how 


i Star if ( rre ( ickled 
1! o-like 
cut is W th 
iit Lit rs > Hust 
SKITT Ov dice a 1o1 
d ri i ) DOW 
SKITt A lo seal ili 
sla ad po t< « ( ed on 1} 
¥ 
Bye! 


lve re \ i” in- 

hot na tashes dizzy 

Lat I’ve noticed some svm 

and changes electro- 
feels that internal aj 


phcation ol 
nt. 


VStt S reaction It CONSISTS 


What would vou, Mister 


the tact 


1) 


Are 
men, 


The to 
the sugar refinery 


THE HERO: first act 


VOICE “Mummy. Mummy 
coman leave The hero, stretched 
fine to read the paper The cl 
The old men take former 
brought thew chairs with then 
CHORUS OF OLD MEN: 
something, move, thit 
just lies around, 
CHORUS OLD MEN: 
Say something, do ! 
Action! 
At least pick your ears 
/ e he lent. 
CHORUS OLD MEN: 
Nothing 
What's the I 
HERO: Leave alone 
CHORUS OF OLD MEN Thank Goce 


HERO 


SAN 


Mavbe 


CHORUS OF 


OLD MEN: 
1 il God. 
You 


lo vive 


got 
sauusilaction 
must have act 


Will 


stares the wall 


Well, it’s 


HERO 


ead, Ol 


CHORUS OF OLD 


MEN: 


HERO feel like doing 


CHORUS OF OLD MEN: 


anvthin 


completely indifferent to the suffering of t 


Hrubieszow 


Dist: 1K 


Mother 


on tile 
f 
»f old m 


Even plays 
Someone talks, waits, suffers, 
Someone cries, dies, falls, farts, screams 
move, the theater will ruined 
HERO the flea circus showing 
eave alone, going 
CHORUS OLD MEN: You'll lose your 


crown 


HERO: smell milksop 


CHORUS Stay! 


OLD MEN: 


I’m going. 


HERO 


CHORUS OLD MEN: Where? 


rHE HERO: Aside 


OLD MEN: 


rHE HERO: Fools, let sleep. 


scepter 


é 


this vear’s 


reasts water heir tellow 
1 we ns, having, of 
lrop 
ny spring, m\ appiness. Oh, K 
unp t ol mv own s n fa time Ties 
ftir Because of vou I almost be- haber.) a: 
hat d 
vould have caressed vou 
Kowalski. Your ass was 
eat. Get out, 
wie 
LIVELY LADY Just ining this? 
1 
ress specked wool. 
the wav down the back. 
Buttoned cuffs an 
The he’s always the bed 
sure and call me. Don't forget! Call me. bread 
' 
on 
\ WOMAN ics 7 ; \ 1! 
\ Wwe M AN \r Al | a it i I \ | 
that I ave ncreased the eonodo- 
chai Yes, Mister Zbvch is 
HERO: How many times must tell vou that name 
and 
about such intimate matters The her reads a newsha- ay 
FAT WOMAN: The world has certainly changed. 


RUS OLD MEN: want tell bist wie eine 
Falling asleep again? 
What the meaning this: 


HERO: You young ones rea how 
finish them off! (He takes sharp 


Anife from the table, es up to the oldsters ho no- 
nile The hero stabs one old man alter another, then ar- Hi ARL: Eighteen. Bu tne a ! \ ) I 
} } mer \ thev wer talkir 
nee e entire chorus down on the floor. He washes ] nh and women, they were tainil 


scat vour head against it! Go on! Where do vou think . Please You. voung ones cat i invthi 


You see! Here, chew, chew your own fingers. Its good think want pull 
od, Everything you touch dies, because you don't believe ; ; 
ast vears. Towards the sun? Towards truth? Towards 
ne wal I am standing by the wall. Brothers! Men of my HE HERO: My God w IT want to. nders 
neration! you talking to. cannot understand It’s all simple. 
young old The hero turns the audience How and go, but it's duty tell vou 
happened? know. And vet used and vour listen me. What want sav 
nside there were many things, but now there nothing ood that vou exist. exist 
ere Right here! No, don’t! Don't blindfold me! Si- ist as you are, that you are eighteen, that vour eyes. S 
nce I want to see the end A ing, alira ¢ lair are as thev are, and that vou smi | §. 39 


4 Sire hot iff She its down at he 1 e€ I want to sav just this I feel no you | 
ete He tur hero vou alwavs smile the wav vou are rignt now \ ! 


covered with dirt and blood 


ised to hunt in the forests 


ont speak it. orests 
HERO (to the When was still 
: Ee It's quiet in the forests. Please, smile once again. In i 
Bu I you wlll ay shor ked vou Will De 1 
ests the entire hope and happiness the 


his tale 
nust good, pure, gay. You must love all 


} 


GIRI and small pleas terrible darkness under the ground. more 


Wish vour younge! 


Polis seems ridiculous. And stupid. terribly 
E HERO Aren’t vou Polish? Can't one ever sav anything, explain anvt ng to al 


being? one ever say the most important 
HI Meine Hol bie R Se] B 
IRI rie DDIES Aeisen, oh God! There a moment of 


Kunstgewerbe Ich suche auf diesem einen 


und charakterfesten Lebensgefahrten Ich bin Then the words may heard 


Yes Maul halten, Klappe ze, Shnabel Willst 
PHk HERO Delighted You see, I must explain that there s quatschen? Du hast aber Must ema Du A? 


been a mistake Schweinhund, du Drecksact The é i} 


} 
HE GIRI AN, so } 


rHE HERO: Thisisa private apartment live here. Nat- ind tiptoes out the room. She lea apple 


Hil Please, one cream-puff, HE HERO Each other With il | 
ids peaker dies down. There is silence The sirl 

j 


CHORUS OF 


OLD MEN recite 

afraid 

this your room 

see, your table, your ¢ loset 

an apple on the table 

you are afraid the furniture 
silly man 

come back for you 
You are afraid the chau 
old newspaper 

knocking 

voices through the wall 
you're strange 

maybe 

you try to be different 
Smile 

he won't come bac k 

look straight the 
don’t hide 

nobody makes 


stand by the wall 


speak 


A teacher with a briefcase enters the room 


takes some papers out the briefcase; puts 
the teacher may 


In ad 


and everyone. 


who played the nele. 


rEACHER: Please don’t be 


What are 


nervous 


TEACHER: This the His test 


day his final exams 


OLD Very well, but why today? 


TEACHER: already twenty vears late. can’t wait 


any ionge! 


OLD MAN I: 


What kind questions have vou got there? 


per All kinds. 


TEACHER (looking his 


i 


sit down. Get vourself ready. 


OLD such bad timing 


TEACHER: What can you tell the subject the 


Old man hands cut 
! he d, 


annexation Red Ruthenia? 


Then he leads him to the 


him up. 


aown, covers 


OLD MAN I 


With the death King Daniel began the era 
Ruthenia’s Although one 
the son-in-law took over the 
Lithuanian throne for short period, the chronicles 


quite critical his second son, Lion II. Later, another one 
his sons. George 


Red downfall 


sons, 


Szwarno, being 


ruled for a short while and united the 


Halicia His sons 
Wlodzimierz and Lion Halicia lost Podlasie and Po- 


Wlodzimierz and kingdoms. 


but they later united with him, and one 


Gedymin’s sons, Lubart, married Busza, daugh- 


ter. The phew both princes was Boleslaw, the son 


Trojden, prince Mazowsze, who married one Gedy- 
min’s daughters, that Aldona’s sister, the wife 
the Great. 


THE TEACHER (looking his papers): Excellent, very good. 


man, you are wonderfully prepared for life. 
have already passed your maturity test, but 


Bravo, young 
Actually, you 
just sure must ask you few other questions, sheer 
formality, you understand. 


lately? 


Tell me, what have read 


OLD MAN The newspaper. 


TEACHER: What the newspaper? 


OLD Advice the lovelorn. 


TEACHER: Tell about your own words. 


OLD MAN Mary fell love with Wacek during her va- 
cation, and they were going together, but previously Wacek, 
whom Mary loved with first, passionate love, used 
with Jadzia, which kept secret from Mary, and was 
sent the army. When wrote Wacek that expect- 
which left, Wacek 
wrote later that and 
were expecting child, and Jadzia used around with 
Jacek 
because Wacek was years younger than me. now 
16, and when met Gienek was only and had faith 
Now don’t trust Wacek any 
and our town people point their fingers me. 


ing was conceived before 


anwer, but 


parents let around with 


the human race more, 


Please 
advise what do. situation made worse the 
fact that mummy, who has been sterile for the last 
years, now cured and also expecting baby. there 


still any hope for me? 


rHE You young ones seem interested ex- 
It’s fact, sad fact. And 


the suffering this world? 


ACHER: 
clusively having fun 


OLD MAN professor. 


rHE TEACHER: What are your plans for the future? 


OLD I’m taking Chinese. 
rHE TEACHER: Splendid. And how old may vou be? 
OLD 


rit 
the 


rEACHER: Splendid. Young man, remember that 
you. have further ques- 
Old Man resumes his place next his companions. 


The chorus again lined the wall.) 
Ah. (He 


more question: Why you love Chopin? 


twig bent 


tions 


remembers something.) One 


OLD MAN Chopin covered cannons with flowers, sir, and 


spread Poland’s name throughout the world. 


rHE TEACHER: Yes, but what you feel when you listen 


his music? 
OLD MAN feel deep gratitude the composer. 


shakes his head): 
that the young generation is cynit al and indifferent. (The 
He he kons the he ith his fin ge ) 


rEACHER And been saying 


hero sits up 


at the 4 able 

his 
ws talking, a 
of a musta he he wears ala é Ba 
¢ 


The Teacher, the Hero and the Chorus Old Men. 
Dialog (Warsaw), May 1960 


rHE HERO: Professor! Please come here. (The teacher sits 
on the bed next to the hero.) 


THE HERO (puts out his hand with outstretched fingers): 
this, sir? 


TEACHER: hand. 
HERO (closing his fingers): And this? 
TEACHER: fist. 


rHE HERO (clenches and opens his hand): hand, fist, 
hand, fist, hand, fist. With the hand one may kill, 
strangle, write poem prescription, one may 
(He pats the teacher’s cheek. He pr ks up the apple.) 
this? 


TEACHER: apple. 
HERO his galoshes): And this? 
TEACHER: Galoshes. 


CHORUS OF OLD MEN: 
Guano 
Guatemala 
Goulash 
Gulden 
Gum 
Gustav 
Gun 
Guard 
Guava 
Galoshes 


(The chorus stops suddenly. The old men are speechless, 
struck lightning. The secretary has entered the 
room. It’s the same little woman who had previously been 
“the under the Under the tightly fitting 
skirt slacks her firm buttocks are clearly outlined. The 
old men gape. The secretary sits down the bed. She 
opens briefcase filled with documents.) 


THE SECRETARY: These are for your signature, sir. (The 


hero without word signs several documents using his in- 
dex finger.) 


CHORUS OF OLD MEN: 


THE (laughing 


Give that well which giving cannot drain, 

give what wish give vain 

When wrinkles slash those cheeks, and gloating 
Informs the eye what time has brought pass. 


adore Kochanowski 


CHORUS OF OLD MEN: 


w 


Flee not, say, for man grows 

grows, folk know, his tail the bolder, 

Like oaken tree though leaves have withered long 
Stands straight and firm when its great root strong 


SECRETARY: newspaperman waiting downstairs 
for interview. 


HERO: Tomorrow 


THE SECRETARY: He’s been waiting since last year, you un- 
derstand, sir. Nowadays what counts efficiency ob- 
taining information, the agencies are waiting for the latest 
news, happenings, tidbits. 


HERO (to the teacher): You must excuse me, I’m very 
busy. (The teacher gets up. Once again turns from the 
door.) 


TEACHER: Just one more little question. Could you 
lend hundred zloty? No? (He leaves.) 


SECRETARY (yawns, stretches): tired, sleepy. 
get into bed. (She gets into bed, goes sleep. 


Several people walk the through the room. 

gentleman with briefcase. young couple. boy and 
girl. They stop, look around the room, they kiss long and 
passionately. Two middle-aged ladies walk talking rapid- 
ly: meaty, with meat, meat, meat, meatless.” 
They walk out. The hero’s parents enter. The mother puts 
her finger her lips. They stand over the bed. The father 
looks his watch.) 


THE FATHER: Yes, it’s high time! (The mother looks 
the father significantly. 


THE FATHER: Well, Wladek must talk about 


MOTHER: 


FATHER: Well, little Tadek, today want talk with 
you man man. Time goes on, you see. Undoubtedly 
you observe certain disquieting changes taking place 
your body. Your beard grows stiffer and heavier, you are 
losing your hair, your voice becomes thicker. Probably 
sometimes you have dreams, and you think certain things 
when you wake 


MOTHER (affectionately): you remember, Kornel, 
when not long ago you showed him the little window 
through which the stork had delivered him our home? 


FATHER: You see, child, the purpose life main- 
tain life. The most primitive form life reproduces asex- 
ually. Reproduction achieved through division bud- 


* The verses are those of the sixteenth century poet Kochanowski. 


Usua the creature splits else there de- had owned saber star ribbon 


him tvpe bud which drops off after son crown 
rming new creature had discovered America 
climbed mountain peak 
had he, word, 


SECRTTARY: Sweet, people gray 


from the plain, gray people 
Goglet had he been a cannibal 
Lollobrigida 
astronaut 
Gook provincial town 
Csuano like me 
You expect like you 
ani would take too and anvwa Such quickly are forgott 
become and dull. Among crickets. the forget when vou leave. you? 
] ment while the female ‘ Yo alre ady 
organ located her hind Starting 
» riy I ¢ grasshoppers only the male can pro / ry picks up the apple 
sound Are t se sounds the calls of love 
HERO: When was little bov used dream 
HEI n now a hreman | wanted a olitte ring helm t.a wide belt 
vou, better not think about silliness know trom burning house, that everyone admired me, 
end ero, kisses his forehead thanked me, and that they pinned medal chest 
were sleeping. Father just spo hero stretches out his arms and mak 
te : airplan and a pilot Also, I used to be a young colt 
you have How stran When started going school dreams changed. 
SECRETARY: And now? 
ERO: vou laughing at? before reaching myself 
SECRETARY picture you the form And how does that look 
HERO: Nothing. all the outside. Inside 
SECR And later vou sucked the breast? are some faces, trees, clouds, the dead but all this 
floats through me. The horizon closes can 
was bottle-fed better when close eyes. With eves closed 
SECRETARY: And you made little stools, see love, faith, truth. 
qaid \ 1 gro I s e and a beard? 
vourself go. He’s fallen asleep. (The secretary sits the 
bed, smiles, bites into the apple.) Men are awtully childish 
HERO: Poor father Always trying, and when they finally reach their goal, 
SECRETARY: Poor? Tell about old man despair. They hurry, they murder. fetus 


chance ripen inside them. They are careless. None 


Had father them could safely protect fruit for nine months. It’s 


admiral thing that the carrying and the producing 


bishop are born abstractionists. And this means death 


a 
I 
. 


CHORUS OLD MEN (loudly): yet infant, crushed 
the serpent’s brow. 


THE SECRETARY: Sh-h-h-h... Quiet 
CHORUS OLD MEN (whispers): 


youth will choke the centaur’s breath 
Snatch victims forth from hell below, 
And win heaven’s laurels after death! 


THE SECRETARY: Leave him alone! (The old men fold 
their little stools and tiptoe out the room. The secretary 
examines herself the mirror. Various people pass through 
the room. Some are hurry, others walk slowly. They 
talk animated voices, read newspapers, call their chil- 
dren, exchange greetings. young man and young girl kiss 
the lips, then continue their way. journalist comes 
in. walks out, then returns. looks around 
searching for apartment, unknown house. goes 
inside the room, stops the bed where the hero 
The secretary pays attention the journalist. She takes 
the arm passer-by and leaves the room.) 


THE JOURNALIST (has lighted cigarette and pacing 
and down the room. puts out his cigarette. shakes 
the hero the arm): Mister, mister! 


(The hero moans inarticulately.) 
THE JOURNALIST: Wake up, it’s me. 
THE HERO (sits up): What? Who? 


THE JOURNALIST: me. got ask you few 
questions. 


THE HERO: Me? 


THE JOURNALIST (takes notebook out his pocket): 
Your secretary must’ve mentioned 


THE HERO: Are you from the Have you seen 
apple around here? 


THE JOURNALIST: No. 


THE HERO: Maybe you ate it. apple from the tree 
knowledge. 


THE JOURNALIST (laughs): 


No, didn’t. 


THE HERO (becomes thoughtful): Your kind not incap- 
able such things. 


THE JOURNALIST: want talk with you seriously. 
connection with the new year, our agency wishes arrange 
several interviews with various celebrities well with 
ordinary 


THE HERO: ... ordinary... 


THE JOURNALIST: precisely, with ordinary citizens. 


THE HERO: Well then? 
THE JOURNALIST: May ask, sir, what your aim life? 
THE HERO: has been attained, and now can’t say. 


THE JOURNALIST: And are you glad alive, sir? 


THE JOURNALIST: And why? 

THE HERO: How should know? 

THE JOURNALIST: Who else would know? 


THE HERO: know. 


THE JOURNALIST: And what would you still like accom- 

THE HERO: have various plans, would 
like, naturally however 


JOURNALIST (makes notes, ponders, then 


asks): What are your political views? 


HERO: Who has political views five the morning 
Are you crazy? Political views the crack dawn! One 
has wash, dress, evacuate, brush one’s teeth, put 
shirt, tie, pull trousers, and only then have views. 
THE JOURNALIST: understand. you believe salva- 
tion? 


THE HERO: Yes...no... 


up to a point 
what odd question. 


THE JOURNALIST: not mistaken, you are common 
man? 


THE HERO: Yes. 


THE JOURNALIST: you know that the world’s future 
your hands? 


THE HERO: Toa degree 


THE JOURNALIST: What you intend help main- 
tain peace the world? 


HERO: don’t know 


THE JOURNALIST: you realise, sir, that case 
hydrogen-bomb war the human race will perish? 


THE HERO (almost Naturally, naturally. 


JOURNALIST: And what are you doing prevent 
outbreak war? 


HERO (laughs): Nothing 


JOURNALIST: But you love the human race? 
HERO: course 
JOURNALIST: Why? 


HERO: don’t know vet. It’s hard for answer, 
five the morning. Why you drop around noon, 


a 


JOURNALIST away his notebook): learn 
much around here 


HERO: You came too late 


JOURNALIST: Goodbve 


The hero silent. voices the city.) 


CURTAIN 


INTERNATIONAL: 


The Congo crisis brings new charges Western 


coupled with 


claims that the Communist bloc has helped the national liberation move- 


ment (p. 46). 


Warsaw complains the NATO powers West German “aggressive aspira- 


tions.” and asserts that the Western Territories will remain Polish 49). 


Comecon holds its 13th session Budapest July 


ECONOMIC: 


Bulgarian regime studies shortcomings trade and services 54). 


Hungarian Party calls for rapid development chemical and building indus- 
tries and dispersion factories 53). 


AREAWIDE 


West Attacked Congo Trouble 


Charges Western and have 
persisted Communist reports the Congo crisis. Com- 
mentaries by Satellite sources repeatedly alleged that the 
Soviet Union was the onlv big powe! committed to pre- 
serving the independence ol newlvy-established nations, and 
that the “colonial-capitalist” governments had deliberately 
provoked the secession the wealthy Katanga 
under the “puppet rule” Moise Tshombe, for their own 
interests 

Giving full support the Congolese Premier 
Lumumba, and denying the validity any separatist move- 
ment, the Communists attacked 
Dag Hammarskjold for hesitating send troops into 
the Katanga Province. Radio Sofia, August 10, for exam- 
ple, claimed that Hammarskjold had “violated his trust 
the Congo under pressure Western and 
“had thwarted the hopes the Congolese people.” 

earlier broadcast, July 21, the same station 
insisted that the danger threatening the Congo threatened 
all new African nations Events showed, the commentator 


declared, that the so-called free world could any time 


and with any excuse suppress the freedom formally recog- 
nized the treaty. Some Western newspapers wrote about 
the Soviet threat intervention. But why has the Western 
press not protest d against US, Belgian and other capitalist 
intervention 

number the Satellite reports harped the subject 
Western exploitation the Congo. Radio Sofia July 


20, for example, called the role the area 
“On the one hand, the voted for withdrawal 
Belgian troops and supporting the troops with 
aircraft; the other, preparing exploit Congolese 
natural resources gold, uranium and copper wages for 
blacks twenty times lower than for whites.” The Prague 
News Agency, CTK, July 25, issued similar accusation. 
purpose all these editorials was prove that 
and “national liberation were in- 
extricably linked. The Polish Party daily Trybuna Ludu 
July 21, summarized the issue stating: 
fact that the colonial powers could not apply armed inter- 
vention the majority newly established States, and 
that cases where they did dare they suffered defeat, the 
best proof the strength the national liberation move- 
ment, well the power the Socialist whose 


very existence fetters the movements imperialism.” 


Nations Denounced 


Posing the defenders world the 
governments reacted strongly President Eisenhower’s 
signing the Captive Nations Week Proclamation July 

Rude Pravo (Prague), July 20, described 
lamation “desperate” and act: 


“Neither the U-2 scandal nor the shameful collapse 
his Asian journey proved enough for Eisenhower. 
Snatching straws, the monopolist ruler the 

still harbors the illusion that the self-libera- 

tion movement from the yoke imperialism 
halted pointing the alleged captivity the peoples 
the countries the Socialist camp. this last pro- 
vocative act, the American imperialists will decidedly not 
succeed averting world public attention their 
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Chinese Communist cartoon published during the demonstrations 
against the Japanese-American military treaty. 


China Reconstructs (Peiping), June 1960 


aggressive policy toward free Cuba and from imperialist 


aggression toward the Congo 


Radio Sofia, July 20, took similar view, claiming that 


the proclamation would way divert the attention 
the American people from events Korea, Japan, 
and Cuba. Even more enraged, the Hungarian Party daily. 
Nepszabadsag July 20, declared that would 
find another example “such impudent 
cynicism. 


“The fact that ‘those gentlemen’, the defenders the 


most rotten dictatorships, the great leaders subversion 


and espionage, the atom bomb maniacs 


with acting champions freedom not only 


countries which President Eisenhower terms 


people are not unaware the intentions those overseas 


who are praying for them.” 


Only the Warsaw government refrained from 


ter abuse. After several days’ delay, July 25, the Party 


paper Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) expressed astonishment 


that officials could resort “such bankrupt concep- 
and asserted that the Poles did not care the 
object such concern. “During this millennium,” the pa- 


per said, “we have not always been successful 


tion, but are very well aware what and what not 
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the interests our country. know exactly what 
threatens and when—for instance, the West German 
militarists, who occupy much better place than Poland 
the hearts some American politicians, and who look 
greedily at our frontiers.” 


The Affair 


The USSR announced, July 12, that American 
RB-47 reconnaissance plane had been shot down over So- 
viet territorial waters, July The United States, 
diplomatic note delivered Moscow, stated that the 
plane never flew closer than thirty miles Soviet territory 
and denied allegations espionage. The East European 
press seized the incident proof that the American 
President had lied when announced Paris last May 
that reconnaissance flights over the USSR had ceased. 
Warsaw daily Trybuna Ludu, July 15, for example, 
called the flight the RB-47 shattering embarrassment 
the United States, second only the U-2 incident.” 
Communist comment was this accusation from 
the Hungarian Party organ Nepszabadsag 
July 14: “The new provocation aggressive circles 
meant poison the international atmosphere and creat 
international tension in order to 


wnt the ide fy 
prevent the 1dea ol peace- 


ful coexistence from gaining 


Yugoslav-Soviet Bloc Relations 


After spate criticism directed Tito the Soviet 

bloc propagandists for his position toward 
breakdown the Paris summit, attacks against 
virtually ceased. Only Albania have high Party officials 
and the government press repeatedly lashed out 
slav revisionism.” The Party organ Popullit, July 
16, was form when assailed Belgrade for “hatching 
plots against the Albanian and described Yugo- 


slavia the following intemperate manner: 


“For very long time, Titoist Yugoslavia has not 


Socialist State, and for long time has been hell 


which the darkest where clique 
traitors who have fed American imperialist dollars 
soaked the blood workers are power 
installing, for the first time history, revisionist Trot- 


regime.” 


Albanian Party boss Enver Hoxha, speech houoring 
the French Communist leader Maurice Thorez when the 


latter was touring Albania August, ended his peroration 


with characteristic outburst against his Yugoslav neigh- 


bors: 
“On our border have the 
the sworn enemies Leninism, the Soviet Union, our 
Socialist camp, and all social progress. They have com- 


mitted and continue one thousand and one 


evils against our peopl Partv. However, they 


] 


failed and will fai 


in their activities, because our 


and are very vigilant toward any thei 
I I 
Radio Tirana, 


Yugoslav acceptance American economic aid has al- 


attempts and hostile acts.” 


CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
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ways been another club with which the Albanians belabor 


Latest this series attacks was article 
Popullit, July 26, linking “the with 
capitalist powers the economic sphere.” Recent dis- 


. 
cussions between 


Under Secretary State for Eco- 
Affairs Douglas Dillon and members the Yugo- 
government were hailed evidence that Yugoslavia 


“service of 


nomic 


imperialism against peoples building 
Communism.” sum, “Tito’s friendship 
hurchill and Dillon and other leaders world cap- 


italism, his tie 


Sox 1aiism and 


with 
with imperialism, are clear proof 
great danger which Yugoslav revisionists pose for the 
international Communist movement, 


for Marxism-Lenin- 


ism, and for Without fully exposing revi- 


sionism one cannot successfully expose imperialism.” 


Bulgarian Polemic 


“revisionist” writers were criticized 
Bulgarian author Ivan Ruzh for failing attack the 
personality.” Unlike Soviet writers, Yugoslav 


authors refuse condemn “both the purges the past 
The Yugo- 
slavs were also taken task for showing “contempt” for 
Rabotnichesko Delo July 


and present conditions within their country.” 


“Socialist realism.” 


Comecon Meets Budapest 


The 13th session the Council for Mutual 
Assistance, the body charged with coordinating 


plans and instituting division labor the Soviet bloc, 


HOW DOES HAPPEN? 


The Czechoslovak Communists have succeeded col- 
lectivizing most the country’s farmers, but they have 
not been able make them produce more efficiently. 
Some the consequences this are shown the fol- 
lowing excerpts from article Predvoj, the Slovak 
Party weekly published Bratislava, June 1960. 


shop for fruit and vegetables. They had bananas and 
potatoes there. The queve was quite long, had 
time think this and that. Potatoes and bananas 
what strange neighbors, thought. The one imported 
from overseas, far away, grown tropical sun and 
amply irrigated the sweat hungry natives. The 
other, for long our most common domestic vegetable, 


satisfied with rough mountainous conditions. 


“How does happen that are queuing for these 
they were rarities? have time think any 
further. front someone sighs: ‘Oh, these queues, 
are they really necessary even And the other 


convened Budapest July 26. attendance were 
high-ranking officials and economists from the eight Euro- 
pean member nations well observers from the four 
Communist Asia. The communiques issued 
from the various East European capitals after the meeting 


countries 
focussed the problems dovetailing long-range eco- 
nomic plans and “assigning tasks for the next 
The session was said have adopted proposals 
for the advanced specialization machinery and equip- 


ment manufacturing, for long-term coordination agri- 
cultural production with specific emphasis increased 
output grains and other fodder produce, and for pro- 
moting the peaceful uses atomic energy new perma- 
nent Commission was established for this 

good part the activity the meeting concerned 
some the shortcomings Comecon which have come 
under fire recent months. Polish Party leader Gomulka 
had criticized Comecon June for its failure coordi- 
nate the investment policies the member nations. (See 
East Europe, August, pp. 39-40.) the eve the ses- 
sion Poland’s chief economic planner Stefan Jedrychowski 
added the criticism saying that “despite the com- 
paratively large verbal agitation for the promotion spe- 
cialization and cooperation production among the 
Socialist countries, very little has actually been done 
Materialy July 26.) Ac- 
cording the official Polish news service PAP July 30, 
however, the Poles may have made some headway press- 
ing for speedier action. Referring “concrete proposals” 


made the Polish delegation which called for “closer 


women agree. ‘Really nuisance, this standing 
for meat, and now even for ‘Is this 
necessary even this question like barb 
mind. have done much since the liberation 
make the people better off. And still, these are 
black marks upon our record successes. 


produce 
enough,’ remarks one the women. But import, 
and not little that. Last year imported almost 
three times much meat 1956. This year have 
imported potatoes. 


import more 


eat figures!’ one the women harshly 
replies, and the others are quiet agreement. 


“My neighbor front comes support. 
‘It easy import, dear lady. have export 


things exchange for what import. better 


can see doesn’t work,’ remarks the sharp- 
tongued one, and adds immediately: ‘This what 
owe collective farming.’ 


CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
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cooperation production” and “broader collaboration 
the coordination investment PAP said: “All 
other delegations took positive attitude toward our pro- 
The Polish proposals will the subject studies 
[Comecon] organs during the intersession period.” 


Warsaw Pact Chief Replaced 

Soviet Marshal Ivan Konev, supreme commander 
the Warsaw Pact forces, has been replaced 
Soviet Marshal, Andrei Grechko. Konev resigned his post 
the grounds ill health; had been chief the 
eight-nation Soviet bloc military group since its inception 
1955. Grechko was formerly commander Soviet land 
forces East Germany and First Deputy Defense Min- 
ister the USSR. (Tass [Moscow], July 24.) (See also 
Men the News, 32. 


Widespread Floods 


Dangerous floods were reported Poland and Slovakia 
the end July. Josef Grochulski, chairman the 
Polish Anti-Flood Committee, said that the damage caused 
this catastrophe has been estimated far billion 
zloty. Only favorable weather during most August would 
save the harvest. Ludu August 5.) 

Slovakia and part Moravia the floods caused 
breakdown railway transportation. Army units assisted 
fighting the rising waters, and the harvest was speeded 
where was threatened the Danube River Radio 
Prague, July 28. 


POLAND 


Note Protests West German 


late July, the Polish government sent identical notes 
all the NATO governments except West Germany 
questioning Bonn’s policy toward Poland’s Western Terri- 
tories. The note scored military aid accorded West Ger- 
many NATO and “the reluctance the majority 
governments NATO member States give un- 
equivocal recognition the western frontiers Po- 
West Chancellor Konrad 
speech, July 10, meeting East 
gees Dusseldorf, was singled out example 
German 


German Adenauer’s 


“aggressive aspirations,’ when 
“We can hope that firmly and 
truly adhere those principles [of] peace and freedom, 
and firmly and truly stand beside our allies they us, 
then peace and freedom will ultimately restored the 
world and thereby your beautiful motherland East Prus- 
sia will restored you.” 


quoted saying: 


The Polish government demanded know whether 
“within the framework NATO any official unoffi- 
cial obligations exist render assistance West Germany 
its territorial claims against the Polish People’s Repub- 
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Polish actresses Alicja Bobrowska and Maria Ciesielska the 
Twelfth International Film Festival held Karlovy Vary, Czecho- 
slovakia, July. 


Svet v Obrazech (Prague), July 23, 1960 


The note concluded with the statement that Po- 
land and its allies consider the Oder-Neisse frontier final 
and that “any attempt changing the existing territorial 
status Poland would mean military conflict.” 


Ludu July 


Trybuna 


Denmark 


The first nation reply Poland’s message was Den- 
mark August this note Copenhagen declared that 
the final settlement frontiers should made 
through the conclusion peace treaty with all Ger- 
many. The Danes also mentioned that the West German 
government “has undertaken not resort force or- 
der change the present frontiers.” 
August 


Radio Warsaw, 


Commenting this reply, the Polish Party organ 
buna Ludu, August was cheered that Denmark did not 
support “the expansion the German Federal Repub- 
lic.” However, the daily went explain: 
nately there the basic question 
namely, was Chancellor Adenauer’s declaration Dus- 
seldorf made with the knowledge and approval the 
Danish government and [we wonder] what the atti- 
tude the Danish government toward the revanchist pol- 
icy the German Federal 
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Poland’s Mazowsze ballet group riding through the streets Tokyo. 


Swiot (Warsaw), July 31, 1960 


Polish Victory Commemorated 


550th anniversary the Battle Grunwald, cele- 
brating the victory combined Polish-Ruthenian-Lithu- 
anian forces over the Teutonic Knights, was utilized 
the regime warning West Germany that Poland will 

rally at- 


tended approximately 200,000 people was addressed 


resist any military designs her territory. 


Party chief Wladyslaw Gomulka, after statue depict- 


“Let this statue 
warning the aggressor who would dare threaten the 


ing the Polish warriors was unveiled. 


freedom these lands. the independence Poland and 


the Gomulka de- 


independence her friends and allies,” 
fierce attack on West 
Adenauer, Gomulka went brand the Ger- 


the Teutonic Knights: 


lared. 
Konrad 


man 


German Chancellor 


leader successor 


nged from the days Ulrich von Jungingen the days 

of Konrad Ade The road 
the East has German 


wolfish nature German imperialism 


nuacr,T, But 


been 


changed. 
for all 


the mighty alliance, stand 


times have 
closed 
barred 
ind 
which signed the 
unity the Socialist 


Trybuna Ludu 


once and 
common ideology, 
Warsaw Pact, the 
camp, ever-growing 


W arsaw 


ing guard over united 
States 


shakeable 


un 
its 


July 


The Soviet Ukrainian newspaper, Pravda Ukrainy, July 
15, hailed the “historic victory Grunwald” symbol 


of “Slav combat unity, Slav strength, and selfless courage.” 


inniversary Polish 


The 16th Polish “rebirth under Social- 
ism” was celebrated July 22. 


anniversary 
The superiority 
over 
the first 
modern 


“imperialism,” hailed establishing 
“saving mankind from 
Politburo member Zenon 


Kliszko rally Katowice. Premier Jozef Cyrankiewicz, 


was 
time” the possibility 


according 


interview with Soviet journalist, also addressed him- 
self international affairs when attacked West Ger- 
man Chancellor Adenauer and his government for alleged 
policies regarding Poland’s western frontier. 
Warm words friendship were reserved for the USSR 
which “liberated Poland” and which now “making the 
Ludu 


each and every 


99 


world safe for 


July 


U.S. Trade and Credits 


Despite heightened East-West tensions and Poland’s un- 
conditional support Soviet polic ies, the United States has 
concluded two economic agreements with the Polish regime, 
signalling continuation the detente which has existed 


economic relations between the two countries. 


major trade barrier was removed Washington 
July 


American 


16, with the signing agreement compensating 
for Poland 
through its nationalization and agricultural policies. Ac- 
cording the official Polish news service PAP, July 16, 
the United States agreed sum $40 million 
paid over 


citizens property confiscated 


20-year period installments million 


return, assets Polish citizens frozen the 
since World War will unblocked. Thus Poland 
honor claims totalling $140 
against confiscated property citizens Britain, Denmark, 
France, Switzerland, the United 
States—the countries with which has signed compensa- 


annually 
US. 


has now agreed 


Norway, Sweden and 


tion agreements. date, $64 million this amount has 


been paid 


Prior to signing the agreement with the United States, 
Polish had maintained that 
remaining obstacle “most-favored-nation” treatment for 


authorities this was the last 


its exports the US, but the communique was silent 
whether this privilege has actually been extended. 


Another $130 Million 


second pact, signed Washington July 21, pro- 


vided for new round credits valued $130 million 


cover imports agricultural products. This brings 


the sum credits granted the over the past four 
and half years $426 million, most which repay- 
able Polish currency. Terms the latest accord allow 
for 10-year deferment after the signing the agreement 


before repayment, which extend over 30-year period, 


must begin. Commodities purchased with the credits 
include: about one million tons wheat, 250,000 tons 
barley. 50.000 tons corn, 100,000 tons sorghum, 


000 tons cotton, 30,000 tons vegetable oil, and other 


products. Ludu July 23. 


loans over the past few years have pushed into 
eighth place among Poland’s trading partners, 
exchange between the two countries represented percent 
However, the 
overwhelming share this trade consisted exports 
675,000 tons 1959 compared with 61,000 tons 
Polish exports. (PAP, July 21.) 


total Polish foreign trade during 1959 
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Vatican Paper Attacked 


The pseudo-Catholic Pax organiza- 
tion assailed the Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano 
for printing recent article describing Pax chief Boleslaw 
Piasecki wartime collaborator the Nazis. open 
letter Federico Alessandrini, author the article, the 
Pax writer declared that Piasecki had actively participated 
anti-Nazi activities during the Occupation. 
Powszechne July 26.) article the War- 
saw daily Zycie Warszawy the same date, criticized 
the Vatican organ for its indifference “the armaments 
race, the atomic and hydrogen danger, the arming the 
instigators the last war—the German 
sandrini himself was described “greatly alarmed the 
harmonious cooperation between believers and non-believ- 
ers 


Personnel Changes 


Jozef Siemek, deputy chief the press bureau the 
the Party Central Committee, has been made head 
new press commission charged with liquidating spend- 
practices among publishers and increasing export 
newsprint. (Radio Warsaw, July 23.) 
Siemek has specialized anti-religious campaigns. 

Western sources report that Wladyslaw Komar, who 
October 1956 was one the leaders the revo- 
has been relieved his post Commander-in- 


Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland. 


POLAND 


Chief the Internal Security Corps and appointed 
new department the Ministry the Interior. 
the Security Corps and the Border Patrol Units wil 
under the control this new organization. 


ead 


20th 


Minister Dies 


Dietrich, Polish Finance since 
died Sweden where had been undergoing treatment 
for cancer. Like Premier Cyrankiewicz and Foreign Min- 
ister Rapacki, Dietrich had been member the Socialist 
Party prior the unification the Socialist left wing 
with the Communists 1948. After joining the Com- 
munist Party, Dietrich was nominated the Central 


Committee. Trybuna Ludu {Warsaw], July 


1959 


Trial for 


The pilfering and embezzlement “Socialist property” 
has long been a serious economic and soc ial problem in 
Poland. Noteworthy this regard was the trial, begin- 
ning July 27, members the managerial class ac- 
cused economic crimes committed the Warsaw Tan- 
ning Plants. The indictment maintained that Eugeniusz 
Galicki, former director the plants, and his confederates 
stole leather estimated 8.7 million zloty from 1953 
1959. During the investigation, the Prosecutor’s Office 
confiscated villas, automobiles, jewelry, foreign cur- 


rency and other goods owned the accused. When the 


The Soviet bloc’s Eleventh International Fashion Congress was held Sofia, Bulgaria, June 16-19. Shown above are models from the USSR, 


Otechestven Front (Sofia), June 10, 1960 
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gravity the 
crimes ruled out clemency, since was necessary set 
Trybuna Ludu July 


trial opened, the court declared that the 


example Warsaw 


Income Tax Reduced 


tax reform similar that recently carried out 
the USSR. the Polish government has abolished income 
taxes for half million workers earning 850 zloty month 


less, effective August Previously, the maximum 


wage of those who enjoyed this exemption was 650 zloty 

month Another 2.2 million low-paid workers and 
white collar employees will have their income tax reduced 
percent the end this year. the USSR, this 


move appears to have been tailored to recent efforts for 


eliminating some the most glaring inequalities between 
the higher and lower paid categories ol workers which 
existed the past. 

Of those 


cent tax cut, the first relieved, August 


workers and employees receiving the 
were the 
employees internal trade and mass catering. Reductions 
will follow on September 1 for teachers and other educa- 
tional workers, State employees agriculture and forestry, 
land transport, local industry and inland shipping; Oc- 
tober for scientific and cultural workers, and for health 
and telecommunications employees; and November 
for employees local governments and financial and 
insurance institutions 

Altogether the tax cuts are expect d to increase the take- 
home pay the affected workers more than one billion 
per year. Trybuna Ludu August 
However, this sum represents less than one-half one 
total worker and peasant earnings 1959—and, 
fact, equal only one-fifth the amount which the 
peasantry was said owe the government back taxes 


the beginning this vear. 


HUNGARY 


Communists” 


Eager to combat political 


listed the aid of so-called 


apathy, the regime has en- 
those outside the regular Party organization who neverthe- 
less possess all the virtues good Party member. “Strong 
non-Party activist groups” have recently been formed pri- 


lectives. 


marily the countryside order aid “consolidating 
ol 


Vas Nepe June 


the new ¢ 


Kadar Sztalinvaros Fete 


The tenth anniversary Sztalinvaros—Hungary’s 
cialist the Danube which symbolizes Communist 
efforts turn the country into land iron and 

was celebrated July 17. Party leader Janos Kadar, who 
headed the entourage governmental officials and deliv- 
ered the main address, scored the critics who had ques- 


tioned the 


economics the project, saying: “Somehow 


they imagined that Hungary would forever remain coun- 


try cowherders and horse grooms. The Communists 
and non-Party patriots said that needed the iron plant, 
however, and that would build Nevertheless, the 
Party leader admitted that building the iron and steel 
combine, which was started 1950 and discontinued twice 
during the decade, 1953 and again after the Revolt, 
working people have invested incredible amount 
labor and funds. But argued that the sacrifice 
which still under way—would 
pay dividends the future development the economy. 
July 19. 


made the construction 


Turning other internal issues, the Party leader’s style 
was admit difficulties while speaking tone strong 
dealt almost exclusively with the problems 
agriculture, which said required, some respects, 


more attention than industry: 


Here and there still have difficulties today; there 


are still problems agriculture. has not yet caught 


with industry, 


demands of the 


cannot yet sufficiently 
population and the people’s economy. 


GET THEM THE FARM 


“We look for the harvesting brigade. find 
lonely farm. All its members joined the collective 
farm this year; some them are years old, others 
50. They have finished their lunch and are stretched 
out the grass smoking. 

will become the bread?’ ask. 
remain the ground?’ 


“The oldest brigade member answers. obvious 
that this question also his mind, yet speaks with 
feigned calmness: ‘The grain are unable har- 
vest will cut machine. were told last winter 
that would have less work because the ma- 
chines would help us. Otherwise, what can.’ 


“The face the deputy chairman the collective 
farm changing color. can hardly restrain himself. 
says: ‘Your efforts are not worth much. What did 
agree upon yesterday? That would meet this 
morning 5:30 a.m. What happened? The harvesting 
brigade finally got together 

what time did you start harvest when you 
were still cultivating your own land?’ the chairman asks, 
and answers the question himself: ‘Before 3:00 a.m., 
and you stuck until late evening. 


“His remarks seem have some effect, because one 
two the brigade members admit that the grain 
has protected, and that they shall only able 
eat bread they harvest the grain. They slowly 
come terms. They agree that the other brigades 
will start harvesting dawn, they will too.” 


Nepszabadsag (Budapest), July 1960 
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Poland and Cuba sign trade agreement. Left, Dr. Antonio Nunez 
Jimenez, Director National Institute for Land Reform. 
Right, Poland’s Minister Foreign Trade Trampczynski. 


Nowa Wies (Warsow), July 17, 1960 


situation applies vegetables and 
time there not much pork people would like 
will such minor this year and next year, 
but entirely different situation will appear Hungary 
once have these vears behind and 


Socialist reorganization the agriculture 


Resolution for Industry 

resolution passed the Party Central Committee 
July spotlighted three principal objectives for industrial 
1961 - 


are: rapid development the chemical in- 


development Second Five Year Plan 
1965 
dustry, expansion and improvement the building and 
building materials industries, and the dispersion industry. 

According the resolution, the chemical industry must 
overall development industry” during the coming Plan. 
Roughly one-sixth total industrial investment 
devoted this sector, and about one-half the industry’s 
total allocation investment funds will into the pro- 
duction chemical fertilizers and synthetic materials and 
fibers. ‘The stress this sector line with the relatively 


new-found interest the modern 


throughout the Soviet bloc, spurred the importance 
chemicals the development agriculture. Hungary 
also needs substitutes for basic raw materials which the 
country is poor. 


special attention given the building industry ap- 
pears aimed preventing the kind bottlenecks 
that resulted the past from lags this critical industry; 
particularly important the Second Five Year Plan 
period when about 150 billion worth building 
work expected carried out. The resolution called 


for percent increase the output building ma- 


wn 


CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS HUNGARY 
terials and percent expansion industrial 
1965. the same time, some 250.000 units 


“should completed” during the period 


resolution reiterated the determination stressed 
the Seventh Party Congress last December decentralize 
the industry from Budapest, where percent 
the total industrial labor 

Plan, four-fifths 
same share the increase the industrial labor force will 
allocated the provinces; and all new indu 


force employed. During 


industrial investment and about the 


strial plants, 
the resolution said, are established outside the capita! 


Sentenced 


West German citizen, Karoly Heidt, accused being 
American intelligence agent, was sentenced eight vears 
imprisonment Budapest court, July 27. Born Hun- 
gary, Heidt was apprehended security police when 
visited his native land tourist this past summer. 
admitted his guilt and therefore was charged with espion- 


age rather than treason. (Radio Budapest. July 
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WHAT FREEDOM? 


Excerpts from philosophical discourse that appeared 
the Slovak weekly Predvoj (Bratislava), July 1960: 

“Even our country one may find individuals who 
are still ‘suffering’ from feeling ‘lack freedom.’ 
They are often very good and praiseworthy workers who 
admit the economic and cultural achievements and are 
happy about them, and who believe the further 
natural growth our social system. They feel, however, 
that the freedom the individual does not grow pro- 
portion these economic and cultural successes. 

“In their decisions and actions within the sphere 
social life, many people are like children. the in- 
terest ‘freedom’ they suggest and want ‘try’ any- 
thing without regard concrete objective reality, and 
often without being aware all the possible con- 
sequences. The Communist Party, following scientific 
knowledge social laws and processes, like wise 
mother with years experience and accumulated 
knowledge foresees the consequences such social ac- 
tions its ‘child’ and points the right way with 
directives and decisions. Only foolish ‘child’ would 
misunderstand these directives and decisions, rooted 
objective reality and its laws which the Party accepts 
the interest man, restriction personal freedom 

“The survivors the bourgeoisie who not want 
harmonize their sorrows and ideas with our Socialist 
reality, which the present stage human social 
development necessity, must continue suffer from 
this illness ‘unfreedom’ and ‘oppression’ like man 
who does not want recognize the law gravitation 
and considers its existence restriction human 
liberty.” 


* 
; | 


The high command the Soviet troops stationed Hungary, 
receiving decorations from the Hungarian-Soviet Friendship Society 
for work strengthening and deepening the ties friendship 
between Hungary and the Soviet left the commander- 
n-chief, General Kazakov. 


Orszag Vilog (Budapest), July 20, 1960 


Theater Under Fire 


Aesthetic and values the Hungarian 


being performed the capital were assailed Radio 
Although Western plays currently 
roduction were described as showing “a hopeless uni- 


due “the total moral and human failure 


} 


has lost its ideas.” the 


such Durrenmatt and 


a social tramework whit 


Western 


the Westerners 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Slovak Legislature Convenes 


first session the Slovak Nation 
Counc! took place in Bratislava, July 1) Elected 
Chairman was Rudolf Strechaj. alternate member the 


Politburo the Czechoslovak Communist member 


Slovak Party Politburo, and Deputy Premier 
Pavol Vasil Bilak and Ludovit 


Benada were elected Deputy 
Majling and Bilak are 
Czechoslovak also retains his post 
Chairman the Slovak Planning Commission 
replace the abolished Slovak Board 


ers, once the executive organ Slovakia. the Slovak 


Wil appoint its own Commissions whi 
Wil limited cxXeculiive powe! also 7 
Europe, June, pp. 32-33 new commissions will func- 
tion planning, finance, agriculture, construction, educ 
tion and culture, health services, and State contre 


HUNGARY, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, BULGARIA 


President Antonin Novotny and two other Prague 
buro members attended the session. Chairman 
hailed the economic progress Slovakia where, 
by the end of the Third Five Year Plan (1961-1965) indus- 
trial production will equal that the entire Republic 
recent years, industrial output has been rising 
faster Slovakia than the country and ac- 
cording figures given President Novotny will con- 
tinue the vears the coming Plan, growing 
percent over 1960 compared with national average 
96.3 percent the same period. Spearheading the industrial 
drive the machine-building industry, which double 
its output 1965, and metallurgy, which includes the huge 
East Slovak foundries and ironworks now under construc- 
tion Kosice. 

Slovak agriculture also slated outpace production 
the rest the country during the Third Five Year Plan 


27.6 percent over 1960 against national average 


percent. Novotny made the usual exhortations 
combat the stagnation agriculture which, said “must 
catch with industry” and increase its share 
tional income. for collectivization, 
concluding: “We are convinced that the remaining farm- 
ers will realize the correctness the method collective 


agriculture within short time and will join the collectives 
Radio Bratislava, 14: Ceteka July 


BULGARIA 


Problems Trade and Services Aired 

Difficulties trade, communal services and catering 
per nnial sore spots in the economy—were the subject of 

joint session the Party Central Committee 
Council Ministers July 25-30. This conference, 
one ot a series ol meetings slated to discuss problems in 
key sectors the economy, was have taken place last 
January. explanation has been given for its postpone- 
ment 

Snarls the channels supply and distribution and 
ack basic services have been widely criticized the 
See East Europe, September, 1959, pp. 
19-50 and November, 1959, pp. Prime 
Minister Zhivko who gave the main report 
the conference, said that the end 1960 retail trade 
would reach twice the volume 1955. But lamented 
results improper planning the production and 
istribution consumer goods. Many enterprises, said, 
‘are producing large quantities goods which are already 
sufficient quantity the trade network and which even 
represent unsold and also said that number 
goods which are demand, including are not 
available. certain items which are not available 
one place may found excess another section the 
country. The quality goods low, said, and added 
that the poor assortment of goods available on the market 
clearly demonstrates the failure of responsible authorities 
assess the wants and needs the population. 


54 


foreign trade, exports were said suffering be- 
cause enterprises were not fulfilling their quotas, and were 
not delivering the high-quality goods demanded inter- 
national markets. Public eating places were said 


inadequate number and trained they were 


BULGARIA 


criticized for serving poor quality food, maintaining unsani- 
tary conditions and for disregarding their patrons. 
Sofia, July 25. 

general concern over the dearth simple consumer 
services throughout the country was underlined edi- 


Continued page 


but Pork” 


THE agriculture the Soviet bloc 

the private plot the collective farmer. last 
vestige the old peasant farmstead one the few con- 
cessions the Communists have ever made private prop- 
his little household plot the collectivized peasant 
free grow vegetables and keep few chickens, cows 
and pigs. Leninist theory the sort institution that 
ought wither away the peasants develop into Socialist 


Men. 


practice, however, the private plots have shown 
tendency disappear; the contrary, they have been 
highly productive that the Communist economy could not 
get along without them. The Hungarian provincial news- 
paper Nepe (July 1960) has thrown some interest- 
ing light the importance the private plots the col- 
lective farmers contributing the country’s food sup- 
plies. “In the paper said, “16 percent the stipu- 
lated purchases pigs, percent the cattle, percent 
the milk and percent the poultry will provided 
the private plots.” other words, mere five percent 
the country’s arable land (or ten percent the area 
cultivated collective farms) expected produce 
substantial proportion its meat and milk. phe- 
nomenon the private plot is, now, familiar reality 
several countries the Soviet bloc. 


The Hungarian Communists have given both practical 
and theoretical encouragement the productivity the 
private plot. Lajos Feher, member the Politburo and 
Secretary the Central Committee, published article 
the June issue the theoretical journal 
dalmi Szemle which the paramount im- 
portance this sort private enterprise. “In the collec- 
tive wrote, “the larger part the stock cattle 
still private plots. With respect pigs, there are 
least three-and-a-half times many pigs private plots 
there are the common land. Our situation re- 
quires that the transitory period the new collective 
farms are being during which 
large stock animals will remain the private plots, the 
people’s economy must receive the maximum amount 
goods from the private 


short, Feher was calling for more food and especially 
for more meat. doubt was expressing the sentiments 
producers and consumers alike. What 
him was find ideological justification for this pol- 


icy, which would have caused heads roll earlier years 
His arguments were similar those put forward the 
Bulgarian and Czechoslovak theoretical journals last Feb- 
ruary. “The private Feher declared, “is comple- 
mentary and organic part the common farm. The col- 
lective farm more developed and higher form co- 
operative farming which reconciles, through the private 
plot, the individual and everyday interests the peasants 
with the public interest.” 

The idea was didactic value be- 
longing collective farm even only semi-private 
been put with disarming candor 
Czechoslovak Party’s theoretical organ Nova Mysl 
ary his entry into the collective farm the private 
farmer turns into collective producer who must subordi- 
nate himself the needs and interests the collective 
mise with the private instincts the peasant only 
will join the collective farm was neatly tagged Yugo- 
slav newspaper correspondent Hungary, who reported 
Borba (July 12) that “The leading slogan Hungary 
today is: ‘It not the principles that matter but the sup- 
ply 

There the story private plots moral deeper than 
appears the surface. understandable that coun- 
tries such Hungary and Czechoslovakia, with their rela- 
tively brief experience “building Socialism,” should have 
rely upon the spirit and incentives private farming 
make their collective agriculture work. these coun- 
tries the climate has not had time enough 
transform the ordinary featherless biped into the new spe- 
cies Soviet Man. But agricultural statistics from the 
USSR seem indicate situation better, 
even worse, than that prevailing Hungary, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Bulgaria. the Soviet Union, 1959, per- 
cent the total milk production came 
owned cattle, percent the national production 
meat and lard came from private plots, and percent 
the total egg output. Soviet society were made the 
selfless, class-conscious men and women advertised the 
Kremlin’s propaganda, then private plots with their high 
production would hardly play the part they do. human 
nature were malleable the Communists say is, the 
private plots would long ago have been abandoned, re- 
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- I ending of shoes In m 
al worksh ’ repall 
VOTR l Ves | SaVes ne peo] 
I wa Soha o1 n one of tl 
The Solution 
\ decre sued after the conterence called tor the ade 
foreign trade: thorough studies consumer demands 


and the use of such methods 
Direct 


was placed on the managers of enterprises and collect 


and better 


sonal Clearance sales nateriail re sponsibility 


farms for fulfilling their obligations the State with goods 
meet quality standards. Specific provisions 


ustryv to produce consumer goods witl 


order trade organization, and trade organi 


ons to purchase goods which are of low quality or not 
nand: the Minister Internal Trade was 
ne ircl e ot goods tror delinquent ent 
prosecute the responsible managers. The 
] 
( i ror a 1li-SCa ( npaign to provid ‘ 


rt ( overnm ent officials attended na t 
bers, increase three since 1958. Stovan 


and Pavel Vejinov were 
Dimitar Dimit 
Metodiev, Emil Talev, Emil 
Karolev. Manov and 
Presidium 1956, were not elected 

after daring revolt against the Party line. 
replaced D\ 


itrov-Goshkin Rabotnichesko Delo 


Danchev was 


Party Central the 
writers promised follow the well-worn path “So- 


cialist realism” the only correct and powerful 
method for recreating our epic into highly 


ideological and artistic works Literaturen Front 


July 


ROMANIA 


Retail Prices Lowered 


Following upon the difficult economic program outlined 
the Third Party Congress June, the regime has 
fered another round price cuts the consuming publi 


Major price reductions covering consumer goods 


made July 25. The total effect the public’s pocket 
book was said about the same that the price 
See East kurope. 


reductions made last fall September 


were mostly higher quality imported goods the 


These included: first quality pork (reduced 


percent first quality rice “fine wheat 


ranging from 12.5 28.5): chocolate 


31.4); tea (9.1 
coffee beans 99 9): cocoa 25 


bread produc ts” 


and chocolate produc ts unroasted 


sardines 20 oranges 


and pepper (20 Among the products industry, 


the following items were lowered: various kinds of foot 


wear curtains and haberdashery items (6.4 
watches and clocks (20 refrigeration units 
20), photographic equipment and work (17 


ke lit 


cosmetics medicines (17 


27.5). gasoline (41.4 


\s pie seq at the Phird | Congress sctie 
cession also recently made in hoslovakia Accordu to 
July 24, the two measures will 
pop nation on billion considerabl 


rice cuts are not followed unpublicized 
taple commodities like meat and dairy products, 
occurred See The New York 
September 1959 


Party Plenum Meets 


Party chief Gheorghe Gheorghiu-De} reported to a 
nary session the Party Central Committee the results 
the conference the Communist Parties the 
ountries mecting Bucharest during the Romanian Party 
Congress last June. the final resolution, the 


num approved Soviet Premier Nikita ideo 


logical “middle way, laying spec ial emphasis on the dan 


gers of “leftist dogmatism 


loyalty to Marxism 


against mm 
Leninism and consistently combating revisionism 
well sectarianism and leftist dogmatism which lead 
the underestimation the forces peace and Social 
ism, their demobilization and disorientation, the 
erroneous appreciation the tasks facing the Communist 


workers’ Parties.” Bucharest, August 


DEVELOPMENT BULGARIA, ROMANIA 
rical | es repaired I} industri 
general meeting the Bulgarian Writers’ Uni 


The Legacy Imperialism, essays 
Barbara Ward, Thomas Whitney, 
(Pittsburgh, Pa.: 
1960, pp., $2.00). Originally presented 
series addresses the campus 
Chatham College, these four essays 
were designed “trace something the 
historical background 
struggle achieve independence and 
include analysis Russia’s present 
imperialistic status, the issues relative 
freedom the Far East one example 
the problem writ large, and presenta- 
tion the philosophical basis for bet- 
ter and more lasting world order.” The 
first essay the history economic 
imperialism, the British economist, 
Barbara Ward. The sec« nd, by 


correspondent Thomas P. 


foreign 
Whitney, cov- 
ers Russian imperialism today. 
alism and Colonialism the Far East” 
Professor of Politic al Science and direc- 
tor the Foreign Policy Research Insti- 
tute the University Pennsylvania. 
Charles Malik Lebanon, former presi- 
dent the Assembly, 
analyzes the philosophic aspects the 
topic in 


Myth.” 


General 


“Independence: Reality and 


Can End the Cold War? Leo 
Perla (New York: The Co., 
1960, 251 pp., $4.50). Leo Perla main- 
tains that, direct result practic- 
ing international relations under double 
standards morality, the has lost 
the moral leadership the world. “We 
can never regain this leadership unless 
and until transform our foreign pol- 
icy that reflects rationally accept- 
able, universally recognized 


writes. advocates bold 
action and suggests policy 


which believes would further under- 
standing between this country 
Union and reduce the danger 
nuclear war. 


(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1960, 
201 pp., $3.25). 
garian 


Paul Ignotus Hun- 


writer who, while refugee 


London after the war, got job press 
attaché the Hungarian Legation. 


Recent 


1949 visited Budapest and 
rested the security police, who kept 
him prison for seven years. The book 
mainly account his 
periences: 


prison ex- 
hardships 
the corruption the prison authorities, 
and his courtship his future wife with 
whom communicated tapping 
the wall his cell. also draws 
general picture the present political 
situation Hungary. 


Soviet Foreign Policy, 
George Kennan (Princeton, 
Van Nostrand Co., 1960, 
pp-, $1.25). Former ambassador 
the Soviet Union George Kennan 
gives brief account Soviet foreign 
policy from the Bolshevik 
power 1917 the German attack 
the Soviet Union 1941. His purpose 
“explore the motives and calcula- 
tions from which the Soviet leaders 
acted, the nature the policies they 
pursued, and the significance the 
major actions they performed pursuant 
these policies.” 


Bibliography, index. 


The Soviet Dictatorship, 
McClosky and John Turner (New 
York: McGraw-Hill Book Co. Inc., 1960, 
657 pp., $7.95). This volume, one 
the McGraw-Hill Series Political 
Science, systematic study the 
Soviet political mechanism. The authors 
investigate the origins the dictatorship 
both Marxism and prerevolutionary 
Russia, and trace the evolution the 
Party since came power. The major 
portion the book analytical sur- 
vey the structure and operation the 
Communist Party and the Soviet State. 
The final part 
tarian and terroristic aspects the dicta- 
torship 


focuses on 


the pressures for uniformity 
and the compulsion install single- 
system; the regimentation 
intellectual, artistic, religious 
nomic and the extraordinary 
through which totalitarianism accom- 
plished modern mass society.” The 
authors have included copies the Rules 
the Communist Party, revised 
the Twentieth Party Congress 1956, 
and the Constitution the USSR. Index. 


and Related 


The Foreign Policy the Soviet Union, 
edited Alvin Rubinstein (New 
York: House, 1960, 


$6.50). This study the evolution, char- 


Random 


acter and objectives Soviet foreign 
policy since 1917 consists primarily 
collection ot 


Soviet 


excerpts from important 


writings. 
Each chapter treats particular period 
and preceded lengthy essay 
the author which discusses the 
period’s main developments from 


book 


opens with analysis the ideological 


torical-political perspective. The 
bases Soviet foreign policy. goes 
discuss its formative years 1917- 
1921, the “accommodation and consolida- 
tion” 1921-1934, the period Soviet 
search affairs 
(1934-1941), Russia’s wartime policies, 
the height the and finally 
the pattern post-Stalinist foreign pol- 


security 


Stalin era, 


icy. The last few chapters discuss Soviet 
expansion into the underdeveloped areas 
and the nature the 
Soviet challenge. Alvin 
Assistant Professor Political Science 
the University Pennsylvania. The 


contemporary 
Rubinstein 


book contains extensive bibliography, 


chronology, index and maps. 


The Captive Nations, Roman Smal- 


Stocki (New York: Bookman 


1960, 118 pp., The author intends 


Associates, 


this volume introduction the study 
the historical background and aspira- 
tions the non-Russian nations the 
the Russian empire before World 
final 


chapters analyze the non-Russian nations 


l nion. He disc usses 


Soviet 
. 
during the war, and since. The 


current Soviet, well interna- 
Lev. Dobriansky 


Georgetown University writes his fore- 


tional, problem. 


word: “Strangely, this country, despite 
all its rich traditions freedom, anti- 
colonialism, and 


we failed to 


anti-imperialism 


these ideas and 


support 
principles their concrete application 
independent White Ruthenia, Ukraine, 
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkestan 
and several other nations that soon again 
were subverted the im- 


Notes. 


individually 
perialist successors the Tsar.” 
bibliography, index. 
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